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F2e-iy WHORES 


To my loving Frieed 


Mrs. MARY OAKES, 


The Aflicted and Sorrowtul Widdow of 
Mr. 70 HN OAKES. 


Dear Siſter, 

He Hand of the Lord huh touched you, 
and that to the quick, ffrikinz you 1 the 
Maſter-vein, the moſt tntiniate C 0/H1PA- 
non and Comfort you ha4 on this frac of 

h1:ſelf. Your exquiſite ſenſe nercof hah een c0un- 

dantly evidenced by the Tears you have ſhed, and the 

Groans you have uttered; thoutrh to the glory of 

Supporting Grace , I cannot but (ay, as tt rs 17 

Job 23. 2. Your ſtroak ts heavier than your groanins ; 

God having, ſo far as my Obſervatiou rCOCRed, 

tanght you, with a due Stlece and Submjſin, to 

bear it in a Child-like gracious manner. 


My defion in theſe lines, which muſt be few, 1s 
not to inflame the Wound, which the Di-trne Hand 
hath made in your Spirit ; but to pour Oil imo it, in 
order to healing. True it is, your Loſs miſt nec: 
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ve counted and called Great, Mine ts ſo, 
ni9 am deprived of an old Ac UaINtarce, - dcar 
Fricud, a fauhful Brother ;, bis Peoples is fo, who 
batt lo; + a flows and prudent Paſtor, 4 dili JOnt 11- 
duſtrious Labourer, who watched for the life and 
900d of ther Souls, But nhat then is yours! who 
are deprived of an aiftttionate and tender H 'jovand, 
who knew kow cordia ellyto ſympathize With you 54 your 
rafirannes aad jorrows,and chearfully to reac Gut 10 
you an helping hand in every one of your necds. 


Yet 1 doubt not but that you have in ſome cood 
meaſure learned that great and excellent Le fon, 
which Paul, through the bleſſed teaching of Christ, 
was {0 9 200d at, Viz. of Contentment in ex very ſtare 
in which yore are, (having by Proctdence been Car- 
ried tnrouch, and born up in variety, ) and particu- 
laily in this your ſolitary and lonely Condition, while 
ou remember and ſeriouſly conſider, who 1t is that 
bath brought you into it, namely, that God who hath 
power and ſoverezon right c0 diſpoſe of us and ours as 
be pleaſeth, without bein obliged to give any account 
of his matters; and who hath ſach wafinite 7 reaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledz, that he never miſcarried 
in one Aftion,or Circumſtance of Aption, but always 
doth all well ; and by all, yea by thi,] doubt not ,will 
ao you good. A ſenſe of wg Loſs God both allows 
and reqmres,who would not have his Children ſtupid ; 
though he #5 able to raiſe up, even of Stones, Children 
:nro Abraham ; yer he would not have any of 
Abraham's C bildren acgenerate into Stones. A 
Sorrow 
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Sorrow too, in ſuch caſes as this, is no offence to 
his pure Eyes; Jeſus, tho was a Lanib without 
ſoot, and krewy no ſin, wept when he came to rhe 
Ciraye of bis dead Friend Lozarus; ory 0::r 
Sorrov muſt be well repulated, and kept 15: : in thoſe 
uſt bounds, as r9 len; th ard meaſure , that rm1:ht 
Keaſor and Relioton a; 7610 ſet it. But as, 1 boj » 
there are in yOu: nn any Diſcontent, »0 prev! 
Ornarrelliazs, which are finſul aud Gud provoking 3 
fo ter there be m1 unbclic vin? S:1CCHn01a pp De- 
jections of Soirar ;, ler there be no Contr: dings 0n 
one hand, and not any Fairtinos 63 the other ; for 
thourh you have loft your Fuji and, Jer yo have not 
loft your God ; and, which 15 more, you never ſnall : 
Pſal. 73. 26. My fleſh and my heart ſai eth, bat 
God 15 the ſtrength of my hearr, and my por- 
tion for ever. As he ever lies , fo he evcr 
ltves to be yours : Your Marriage. bon: { hath al: eac 'Y 
been, and that of all others ſb: zIt be aifalyed ;, te 
they never ſo young, and never |) ſirong, ard lit 
them love never fo dearly, Death nill parr then ;, 
but that Covenant-bond , in which God a1: d yo, 
and all his f,uthful ones » rand mutually ov!;7ts 
knoweth no ſuch thins as a wig gpob op” - for ll is 
everl.iſting, ordrredin all thin's, and ſure. 


The Lord was pleaſed to take him of with a 
ſtroke ,, my meaning is, the Providence was ſudden ;, 
yet, - I am very apt to think, not altogctacr fo 
to you a ſerious and thinins Gr ſy much 1 
converſe with dark, and mel. mcholy Ov;ets ; and 
A'2 nh 
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who full well knew, that he dwelt in a Tabernacle 


of Clay, and had bis Breath in his Noſirils ;, and 


that many Changes are Surprizes,. and accordin: ly 
aid endeavour ro prepare. Both the time and man- 
er of bis Departure were determin'd and appointed 
by an eternal and unaltcrahble Decree ;, which was 
"the produft of the counſel of the Divine Will, and 
upon that fecore 1t was abſolutely neceſſary for him 
then to die, and ſo to die ;, and ſo to enter into 
his refit, ard the joy and olory of his Lord. # 
was tnaccd wery ſi artling unto his Relations, Friends 
and Auditors ;, but by how much the more it was 
fo, by ſo much the more awakening it was ;, and, 


Oh that it may be eventually found "by ſo much the 


more profitable. God was at that time pleaſed | 


both to ft lence bis Minſter , and ſpeak, himiſcif 
with a Voice loud enough to reach not only ewiry 
one that was preſent, but all thoſe that either ao 
or ſhall hear of his Death, And Oh ! that you and 
1, and thouſands more, mizkt ſo hear and learn , 
as therenpon to turn good Accomprants, numbring 
our days aright, and Friends to our ſelves, in apply- 
ing our hearts with Jpeca to true V/1ſdom. 


But, my dear Friend, I would not have you 
ſpend too much time in poring up9n your Loſs , 
and ſo yet more imbitter your Spirit, by feedins 
upon nothing elſe ſave Wormwood and Gall. There 
is another and better courſe for you to ſteer, and 
that is to fetch Meat out of the Eater. Labour 


fo improve the Providence, and get all the good by 
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it that you can. You may think of your having loſt. 
a good Huſband, a ſweet Companion , a meet 
Help; but withal, rhink, and ſtudy how you may 
tutrn this Loſs into Gain; and that you may do, 
by getiing your heart more weaned from things 
below, the uncertaiaty and fading dying nature of 
which you have experienced. Tou have loſt an 
Huſyand, therefore do not ſet your Aﬀettions upon 
this nor that, upon nothing below God ; upon him. 
let your Eye be, and from him your ExpettFation ; 
in him your ſupream Delioht , and towards him 
the moſt lively and vigorons Motions of your Soul ; 
and never forget to haſten your preparation for your 
own Diſſolution, but dilizently pratt.ſe the Advice 
I haue oven in the Sermon this 1s ainext 10. 
You muſt Ore long follow your deceaſed Huſband, 
and I do not at all queſtion but you will ſafely 
come to him, and that will be the ſweeteſt meeting 
you ever had; only loſe no 11me, carefully mind 
your journey, gird up the loyns of your mind, and 
make all the ſpced you can: While many are ſleep- 
ins over tnat Damnati;n which {:cpeth not, and. 
others are gallopiar in full ſpced ro Hell, as if. 
they thourht they could wor get thither. ſoon enourh, 
how ſweet and excellent a tnins is it to ſee Chri-. 
ſtians progreſſive in Knowleds, Faith and Holineſs, 
and ripenins a-main for Glory, loozing white unto 
the Harveſt ! | 


While you are here, live as much as ever you 


can to God, do not entertain one hard thought of 


bim, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
him, make mor the leaſt abatement in your affettions 
fo bin ;; but be ſure to make Him and his Honour 
the oveat deſi;m, the higheſt ultimate end of your 
Life and all your Aftions : An4 live likewiſe as 
auch as ever you can with God, chooſing him for 
your ablefs Counſellor, your moſt effettual Com- 
forter, your moſt tartmate boſom Friend, and your 
conflant Co:;panion ; get every day into a cloſer 
and cloſer Communion with him ; be continually 
groiting up in that. Truly the leaft diſtance from 
God, #5 roo much; the Men of the World do nor 
know what they loſe , by betno altozether with- 
ont him , and many gractons Souls conſider 
not whar they [ufer , by bemg ſuch Strangers to 
him as they are. He hath ſuch Beams as will 
ſcatter all your Darkneſs, ſuch Cordials as mill 
Felieve in ell your Fainttigs, fuch Cemforts 
as will abrndantly delight your Soul in the mul- 
ritnde of your Thoughts within you, when they are 
moſt dsſqmeting , boiſterons and turbulent. His 
Preſence and Smiles will finely be enough, without 
calling ti Creatures concurrence, to _ you laugh 
lone, yea, in this your ſtate of Widdowhood ; ha- 
ving them , you ſhall ſee cauſe to ſay, I am not 


alone; for the Father is with me. 


It is my Deſire, and earneſt Prayer, That God 
would _ ro enlighten your darkneſs, and to ma- 
nifeſt himſelf to you at a greater rate than ever 
* bhe didyet; that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
Et fandiithebreach which bimſetf bath made ; that he 


would 
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would powerfully ſupport you under all your hoduly 
Infirmties and Soul-diſtreſſes; that he would cauſe 
all Grace to abound to you, and in you, and by bis 
Sojrit flrenothen you with all might in the inward 
AMan;that he would fhed iis Love abroad in your Heart, 
which 1s better and more reviving than Wine : 
In a word, That be would ſmeeten and ſauttific all 
your Afﬀuttions, aſſiſt you in all your Duties, aud 
make the greateſt Difficulties eaſie to you. Us. will 
be very pleaſantto me , to ſee all your Chilaren 
your Comforts ; the good Lord make them ſo, by 
planting bis Grace in thetr Hearts , and leading 
them on and on in the Way Everlaſting, the midgf 
of the Paths of Judgment ; for 1 am ſure you ca 
here have no greater Foy, than to ſee them brouohe 
forth to God, and walking in the Truth. O, that 
your Son may be found (as from what his Father 
zold me I hope he 1s) a Son of God ! 2nd your 


b- Daughters the Daughters of Abraham ! Ard [ 
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do aduiſe them, as ever they would have a Bleſſing 
from Heaven upon them, and deſire the attainment 
of Happineſs here and hereafter, that they make 
it their conſtant ſtudy and care to pleaſe and ho- 
nour God , and likewiſe to expreſs all reuderneſs 
and dutiful reſpett ro you. 


But I have drawn out this Epiſtle to too great 
a length, The Father of Mercies, who hath at 
his own diſpoſe the Earth and the fulneſs thereof, 
with Heaven and all the Glory thereof, command 
hys beſt Bleſſmgs upon you and yours, and cron 
you 
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u with lovins Kindneſs ' and tender 7ercies , 
Lnding you all up in the bundle of the Life 0 of 
the Lamb. May he raiſe you in all your Sinks 
ings, revive you in all your Faintinn;, warm you 
Þe 3 cold- at Heart, ſupply you 1n all Wants, | 
fill you with Grace , fir you for Glory , eva | 
grant you to behold bis Face in Ri rhteouſneſs, and | 
to be eternally ſatisfied with his Love and Like: fl 4 


So praying, I reſt, 


death 


Your loving ſympathizing 


Fan. 28. Friend and Brother, 
168-. 


SAMUEL SLATER. 


wh. AS acc. ods iS Han _ A000. cnt. eas Hound cc tc. Dvd Q NUV£XOS mw cou 


I 


FUNERAL SERMON. 


oof 4 t Y . / 4 * 
8,1 £ , 
s g 


MAT. XXIV. 44. 


—<HE; Fall: of dam was fatal, not bly; 

to himſelf but all_ his. Poſterity,, 'who 
M__ ..were in him 2s a root, and repreſented 
by him. as a, common Perſon ; ever-fince; both 
himſelf and all Mankind have. been diſarder'd 


throughout : So that. th, Man was, when, he 


came. out of the hand. of his great and glorious 
whit little lower than the Angels, yet:now 
e 1s ſunk into ſo deep 4 degeneracy, that he is 
little better than the Beaſts that periſh .;..Oh - 
that we would all conſider -it with ſorrow and 
bluſhing ! ; That divine and glorious Image 
which was tbe beauty of the Soul is defac'd, the 
Primitive reCtitude of Nature. is:loft, Reaſon it, 
ſelf is miſerably impair'd and weakened. | Ho» 
ly Agar did with a judicious eye and curiqus 
Pencil draw to the life both his own Picture; 
and that :of every Man in his lapſed and- cor- 
rupt State, when he _, Prov, 30. 4. Swely 1 
| Ant 
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am more bruitiſh than Man, and have not the un- + 
der ſtanding of Maz : Stupidior ſum quam viro con- 
venit, quam ut vir cenſert debeam : 1 am more ſtu- 
pid than it becomes a Man to be, more {ſtupid 
than that any ſhould count me a Man, or treat 
me as ſuch: I am ſunk mto the fleſh, grown 
carnal and ſold under fin, having in me more 
of the- Bruit than the Man, Two things are 
=_ great and undeniable demonſtrations here- 
of. 

Firſt, Man's ſloth and dulneſs, who wretch- 
edly lyes pleaſing himſelf in the lap of a ſordid 
Lult, and in the unprofitable embraces of a 
lying Vanity, and in the profonnd-fleep of an 
ungrounded ſecut ity: 

Secondly, This is no teſs evident from his 
fooliſh and irrational unconcernedneſs about 
thoſe matrers which are in themſelves of moſt - 
ieſtimable worth and valne, and unto him of 
the moſt near and high importance ; blowing 
up of bubbles in the air, and purſuing feathers 
"nll he ſweat, but trifling about things of great- 
eſt moment. 

Our dear andever bleſſed Lord Jeſus,who is the 
beſt Friend that ever the Children'of Men had, 
who-came from Heaven to Earth on purpoſe to 
db vs a kindneſs ; who Thed his moſt precious 
Blood, and laid down his Life as the Price of 
our Redemption from Sin and Miſery. I fay, 
He dothin this Chapter, as a great, skilful, 
and 'moſt gracious Phyſtcian, apply himſelf to 
the curing of this ſore and Death-threatning 
Diſeaſe, 


A Funeral Sermon, 3 
Diſeafe, and to that end ſounds a Trumpet in 
the Ears of Lethargick ſinners, that he might 
awaken them to the due uſe of their Reaſon, and 
the great work of ſerious Conlideration : He 
entertains them with a warm diſcourſe concern- 
ing his Coming again, when he will Judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs. Hewill come ( as 
he here tells them, and in them us, and all) in 
the Clouds of Heaven, with Power, Authority, 
and great Glory. His Angels alſo thall be ſent 
to gather his EleCt from one end of Heaven to 
the other ; but of the day and hour when this 
fhall be, knoweth no Man, no not the Angels 
themſelves, but the Father only, who hath been 

eaſed in his infinite Wiſdom to conceal ir 

n his own breaſt, and to lock it- up among his 
treaſures: This was the DoCtrine our Lord 
here Preached; a Doctrine which when deli- 
vered by Pazla Priſoner, made Fel:x tremble, 
though at that time a Governour, and licting 

Judge upon the Bench. Upon this Dottrine 
our Saviour raiſed two Exhortations. 

7: The one is to Watchfulieſs, /</e 42. 
yemerſe tre Watch therefore : Do not allow and 
abide in a dull heavy frame of Soul ; do not 
fleep away your ſhort day and golden Oppor- 
tunities ; fee to it that you be not ſurpriz'd, 
but be you always watching, and working, and 
looking for your Lord's coming to you and 
ſending for you, for his approach, and tor your 
departure. 

2: The other Exhortation is t9 a ſerious, 
B 2 timely, 
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timely, and thorongh Preparation, that your 
might be found fo as you would be, ſo as will 
make for your Intereſt, that you may be 
found to acceptance ; this you have in the 
words of the Text, ive tJoiut. Be ye alſo rea- 
dy. That DoCtrine which lieth fair before us, 
and which I ſhall preſent yon with, and dif- 
courſe upon as very proper and pertinent to 
the late {tartling Providence, and to this pre- 
ſent Occaſion, and very much your Duty and 
for your Intereſt, will be this, 


Dot. Ir ts the great Duty of Chriſtians, and ſhould 
be attended and followed as a main and principal 
part of their work, to get themſelves ready for 
their Lords coming, that when he ſhall appear in 
a glorious ſtate, they may be foundin a prepared 


ſtate. 


There are a great many things to which 
we ſhould be very backward, ſuch are all the 
works of the Fleſh. The Corruption that is 
In us 1s forward to break out ; a Fountain is 
not more ready to ſend forth ſtreams, nor a 
noy{ome Dunghil more ready to ſend forth an 
unſavoury ſcent, nor a Field more ready to 
bring forth weeds ; and the Devil is ready to 
temprt us to it, being abundantly furniſhed for 
{ſuch a purpoſe; he hath his wiles and methods, 
and temptations at hand to draw us from God 
and every thing which is good, and to allure 
us unto that which is evil. But to every _ 
qd 
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of that Nature we ſhould be backward, as 
Joſeph was when tempted to bodily Unclean- 
neſs, and the three Children when tempted to 
ſpiritual Uncleanneſs, that of Idolatry : In ſach 
Caſes our Sonls ſhould be as green Wood or 
wet Tinder to the ſpark, that will not eaſily 
take fire, So it was with the eminent Saint 
and Apoſtle Paul; with what Fury did Satan 
fall upon him, and how unmercifully did his 
Meſſenger buffet him ; he laboured with might 
and main to beat and box him to the work of 
fin, but he could not prevail : As Flatte- 
ry would not do with Chaſt Fo/cph, ſo nei- 
ther would Violence with couragious and rer 
ſolved Paul; the good Man rather choſe to 
bear all the Devil's blows, than ſet his hand to 
any of his work, or do the leaſt ſtroak at it. 

But now there are other things which we 
ſhould he ready for, and have our Hearts work- 
ing molt freely and chearfully toward upon the 
firſt motion, dnd thoſe are ſuch things as we 
can in Judgment call our Duties ; as briefly to 
inſtance in a few : 

The work and buſineſs of that Place or Call- 
ing in which Divize Providence hath ſet us; 
thus the forenamed Apoſtle could ſay, Rom.1.15, 
So much as in meis, I am ready to preach the Goſpel 
20 you that are at Rome alſo ; That was the work 
of his Office, to that he was obliged by the Call 
and Command of God, and for that he was rea- 
dy, let God ſend him whither he pleaſed, he 
would go even to Rome ; where there wasa COne 
B 3 | fluence 
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fluence of learned Men from all Nations, where 
that Monſter Nero fate in the Throne, and 
where he had reaſon to expe&t meeting with 
greateſt oppoſition and danger : When he was 
firſt called to the Work he was found to be ſo, 
Gal. 1. 15, 16. When it pleaſed God to call me by 
his grace, and to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the Gentiles, 1mmeatately I con- 
ferred not with fleſh and blood + He never ſtood 
diſputing the point, nor did he hold any 
long debate ; he called not Fleſh to conncil, 
nor adviſed with carnal eaſe, or carnal in- 
tereſt, or carnal Friends and Relations ; he 
never asked rhem whether God was to be obey- 
ed or no, and whether Chriſt was to be embra- 
ced and Preached or no, and whether for the 
{ake of Chriſt and the Goſpel he ſhould provoke 
againſt himſelf a waſpiſh and teachy World, 
and raiſe np a multitude of ſtorms, and run in- 
to eminent and innumerable dangers ; but he 
was ready upon the Call, the firſt word did ir 
with him, and ſo ir ſhould with every one of 
us 
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Azain, We ſhould be ready for Holy Ordi- 
nances, approaches to God and attendances 
upon him ; ready to Hear, having the inward 
ear of the Heart opened, as well as the out- 
ward cars of the Head ; ready to Pray and 
wreitle with God, and pour out our Souls be- 
fore him ; ready to receive the Sacrament, ha- 
ving Appetites up, Hearts in tune, and Gra- 
ces V1;orouſly aCtive z in Diſcourſes of _ 
| an 
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and the things of God our Tongues ſhould be 
as the Pen of a ready Writer. We ſhould. 
get our Hearts prepared and ſweetly fitted for 
every thing of this Nature that we turn our 
hand to do ; ſo graciouſly ſoftned as to be rea- 
dy for the receiving of all thoſe holy and bleſſed 
Impreſſions that the divine Spirit would make 
upon them, and fo docil as to þe ready to take 
out all thoſe excellent Leſſons which he ſhall 
pleaſe to teach us : We ſhopld be ready to give 
an account or reaſon of the Faith and Hope thay 
15 inus to any one that ſhall ask us. 

Further, We ſhould be ready to ſuffer when 
God calls us to it, and to take up the Croſs for: 
the ſake of Chriſt, when he thinks gaod to lay 
it in our way, carrying our Eſtates, worldly 
Comforts, Liberties and Lives in our hands, 
as Perſons willing to reſign them and lay them 
at the feer of Chriſt's Iatereſt, which we ought 
to preferr before our chiefeſt Joy : Arrived at 
this lofty pitch of Self-denyal, poor Perer thought 
himſelf, when he confidently ſaid unto our Sa- 
viour, Luk. 22. 33. Lord, I am ready to go with 
thee both into priſon and to death : It 1s true, as one 
ſaith, he was not ſari armatus, not ſufficiently 
armed at that time, not ſtrong enough to 
grapple with a Temptation, but ſhamefully 
foiled by it, and grieyoully wounded ; but not- 
withſtanding that, the good Man was bene ani- 
-atus, well minded, his Heart ſtood for it, his 
Will was good and preſent; though when it 
came to the puſh, how to perform at that m 

B 4 [5 


A Funeral Sermon. + 3 


- A Fitneral Sermon, 
he knew not: Chriſt was ſo precious to him, 
and his Heart was ſo {et upon him, that he 
thought neither the badneſs of the way, nor 
the greatneſs of ſufferings ſhould be able to part 
them. | 
But we come now to that which is to be the 
ſabje& of our preſent Diſcourſe, viz. That we 
ſhould be ready for our Lord's coming, both 
for his coming to us, and for our going to him. 


Our Saviour in the Verſe immediately preceed- | 


ing our Text, had told his Diſciples, 1f the good 


man of the houſe had known 1m what watch the thief | 


would have come, he would have watched, and would | 


rot have ſuffered his houſe to be broken up. The 
Men of this World will, and every one of you, 


that have in you the reaſon of a Man, will be | 


thoughtful and take care about your temporal 
and worldly Intereſt, you will endeavour to 


ſecure your preſent Comforts and Enjoyments z | 


and when you do apprehend any danger that 
taceth and threatens you, you will da all that 
Is in your power to prevent it : And becauſe 
the good Man of the houſe doth not know the 
Preciſe hour-in which the Thief will come, 
tho he .doth not continually wake and watch, 
yet ſo far as he can he will get all things into 
2 readineſs, that ſo he may be in a capacity 
of oppoſing his Enemy, and of defending 
himteif and his houſe. Now from hence Chriſt 
argueth the buſineſs with us, as one that would 
not have the Children of this World wiſer in 


their” generation, and about their low and Iit- | 
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tle concerns, than the Children of light are 
in and about theirs, which are of unſpeakably 
greater moment. Let not them take more 
care for periſhing Bodies and dying Enjoy. 


. ments, than you do for your precious immor- 


tal Souls, and for that Life and Happineſs 
which will run parallel with the line of Eter- 
nity. There is a time when your Lord will 
come, but the time of his coming you do not 
know : Several Scriptures tell us, he will come 
as a Thief in the night ; ſo Paul tells us, 1 Theſ. 
5. 2. Where he ſpeaks of It as a thing abun- 


| - dantly known, Toar ſelves know per fettly that the 


day of the Lord ſo cometh as a thief in the night : 
And the Apoltle Perer tells us the ſame, 2 Per. 
3. 10. The day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night : And our Lord Jeſus himſelf ſpeaks 
the ſame Language, Rev. 16. 15. Behold I come 
as a thief, bleſſed 1s he that watcheth and keeperh his 
garments, leſt he walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame. 
When it is ſaid, He wil come as a thief, the 
meaning is, that he will come on a ſudden, in 
an unexpected, unthought. of time ; Hominibus 
nec preſcientibus, nec timentibus;, In a time that 
Men do not aforehand know of, a time in 
which they are ſecure and fear nothing ; for, 
ſaith he in this Chapter, As 1 the dayes that 


were before the flood, Men gave over themſelves 


to a ſenſual, worldly and voluptuous Life, they 
were eating and drinking, —_— and gtving 11 
marriage, until the day that Noah entred into the 
atk, and until the flood came and took them away - 
Now 
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Now as it was with that old World, ſo, juſt | an 
ſo it will be with this; So, faith Chriſt, ſhall | yo; 
the Coming of the Son of Man be. Such will be '! [»; 
- the manners of men, ſuch their Life, ſuch their | wt 
folly and inconſiderateneſs, ſuch their ſecuri- | ſhi 
ty, ſuch their ſurprizez and therefore it will lat 
be no matter of wonder, if ſach likewiſe be * tu 
their ſadden ruin and deſtruftion. But of what: ! jy 


ſpirit ſoever the men of the world are, how | dye 


vainly and abſurdly ſoever they ſpend their | we 


time, how much ſoever they negleC&t their | ante 
Lord and their Souls, as for you, who hear my | deg 
Word, ſit under the ſound of the Goſpel, and | an 
profeſs your ſelves my Diſciples, and take up- þ-n 
on you to be Chriſtians, and would be reckon'd | ro! 
a People taught of God, be you wiſe and wa- ! er 
' Ty, Be ye ready. | nel 
In the proſecution of this great and impor- | ſtr 
tant Truth theſe things muſt be done. { Int 
1, We are to ſhew who this Lord is, and {| frc 
that he will certainly come. big 
2. We ſhall enquire what isto be underſtood | m: 
by this coming of the Lord. | N, 
3. What this being ready for his coming | Ay 
doth import. ' ſho 


4. We ſhall prove to you that it is and ought Ez 
to be the great work of Chriſtians, who own ! #01 
him for their Lord, to get themſelves into this | the 
readineſs; and then, ! Ch 

5. We ſhall labour to make a proper Appli- | ly 
cation and uſe of the whole. x | 

i. Then we are to ſhew who this Lord * | 

| and | 


| 
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t [and that he will moſt certainly come : Here 
[ |you are to know that this Lord is Feſus Chriſt, 
- 'f [mmannel, God with ns, God in our Nature; 
{who as God hath a natural Dominion or Lord- 
; ſhip, and as God-man a donative one, of which 


| latter we are diſconrſing, and the ſacred Scrip- 
: ture plentifully ſpeaks, Roz. 8. 9. Whether we 
| Ive, we live unto the Lord, and whether we dye, we 
p-| dye unto the Lord, whether we live therefore or aye, 
3 | Marg - 

' we are the Lords : For to this end Chriſt both dyed 
' | and roſe again, that he might be Lord both of the 
' | dead and lung : He died that he might redeem 
. }and reſcne a People ont of the jaws of Death 
| | and Roine, and purchaſe them for himſelf : He 
| roſe again that he might have and exerciſe pow- 
; er arid ſovereign authority over them, the full- 
| nefs of which authority, and the entire admini- | 
' ſtration of his mediatorial Kingdom he was put 
| Into the aCtual poſſeſſion of at his Reſurreftion 
' from the dead : So, Phil. 2.9,10, 11. God hath 
| bighly exalted him, that is, Chriſt Feſus, as you 
| may learn from Fer. 5. and hath given him a 
' Name which is above every Name, a ſupereminent 
' Authority, that at the Name of Feſus every knee 
' ſhould bow, both of things in Heaven, and things in 
. Earth, and things under the Earth ;, and that ever 
' rongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt ss Lord, to 
; the glory of God the Father. The Lordſhip of 
! Chriſt is to be owned, acknowledged, and open- 


F 


| ly confeſs d by all thoſe that hear of him, and 


believe in him. If by the way any one ask, 


{ how this doth make for the glory of God the 
| Fa- 
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Father ? the anſwer is ready : It makes for the 
Glory of his Faithftulneſs, in being as good as 
his Word, ſending in the fulneſs of time the 
Meſſiah whom he had promiſed; and as the ho. 
nour which is given to Chrilt doth not termi. 
nate in him, but ſweetly paſſeth on, redounding 


to, and ifluing in the Glory of his Father; 
and alſo therein appears the Glory of his| 


Grace and Mercy to his People ; in the Exalta- 


tion and advancement of Chriſt i is clearly ſeen! 
the free Grace and ſpecial Love of God the Fa-} 
ther unto his Elect, whoſe bleſſed Head and! 
Husband Chr} is , take for this but one Scrip-} 


ture more which you may find in Rev. 19. 16, 
The Name of the Perſon there deſcribed ac- 
cording as he appeared to Joh, 1s ſaid to be 


rhe Word of God, the ſubſtantial Word of God,} 


fe. Feſus Chriſt, and of him it 1s there ſaid, | th 


that he hath on his Veſture, and on his Thigh! 
a Name written, KING 'OF KINGS AND, 
LORD OF LORDS. 

Now this great and glorious Lord was once! 
Mm. compliance with his Fathers will, and in 
purſuance of his peoples welfare and happineſs, | 
pleaſed to veil his Glory, to take upon him our 
Nature, and to cloath himſelf with our Infirmi:- | 
ties, to Tabernacle among men in the form of| 
A Servant, to become a ranſome for many, to! 
offer up himſelf a Sacrifice, to pay the debrs} 
we had contracted, to ſatisfie for the fins we 
had committed, to lay down the full price of | 
gur Redemption, to make Reconciliation, and 
| to} 
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azs|to work an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, with 
-helwhich his poor People being graciouſly invelted, 
o.[may appear before God with boldneſs and to 
ni-| acceptance. 

ng] This gracious deſign of his being finiſhed, 
r;!and all that he had to do in his own Perſon up- 
1is| on Earth, and ina State of Humiliation and 
2a-| abafement in order thereunto, he went away, 
en! and he did ſo for our ſakes, becauſe it was ex- 
a-| pedient for us, it made for our good and be- 
ad} nefit,. it contributed very largely thereunto. 
p-| And he is very well where he is, exceeding 
6.1 well, being with him whom he loves beſt, ſer 
c-| down on the right hand of the Father, where 
be! there is fulneſs of Joy, Delights and Pleaſures 
d,j for evermore, and being there the Heavens 
d,! that received him muſt contain him t1}] the 

: time appointed. | 

D But He will come again, yea, Bleiled be his 
Name, . He will, He will. Of this he ſpake 
-e More than once to his Diſciples while here with 
in; them, and gave them as full aſſurance as could 
;, | reſult from the Promiſe of him, who is Truth 
r; it ſelf and cannot lie; and upon this he did fo 
i-| much inſiſt, as for the promoting in all his peo- - 
fi plea care to prepare themſelves for his return, 
o! fo for the ſupport and comfort of thoſe his 
$ | Diſciples, whoſe Hearts were then deeply 


wounded, and even broken within them at the 
Thoughts and Conlideration of his approach- 
{ ing departure, and their being thereupen left 
as Sheep among Wolves, the Promile of his 
recurn 
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return we have in Fohn 14. 2, 3. 1 go phy => 
& place for you, In which Words there 1s a 
taphor taken from Travellers upon the Roa 
one of whom leaving the reſt Rides before 
the Inne, and takes up for himſelf and the 
as many Lodgings as will be ſufficient, aud 
gets all things ready againft they come z now; 
laith Chriſt, O my People, I will be your 
Harbinger, I will go to Heaven before y 
I will be there firſt, and there I will prepary. 
for you, and make both place and all thingy 
elſe ready for you, againſt the .time that y 
ſhall be ready : and accordingly, Heb. 6. 19, 
20. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of that within: 
veil, ſaith, Thither the forerunner is for us entred, 
even Feſus, made an High Prieſt for ever -afevi| 


the Order of Mechizedeck, And.our Lord goeth! 


on, If 1 go and prepare a place for you, 1 will com; 


azain and receive you unto my ſelf, that where || 


«em there ye may be alſo. He will come not to 
dwell with them here, but tofetchthem henee,! 
and to carry them to a place: more ſuitable to 


him, morecomfortabletothern ; a place where! 


they ſhall never part; and where they ſhall ne-' 
_ ver want, where they ſhall have :ſach variety 
and fulnefs of Sonl-.delights, that they ſhall de- 


lire no more: again He ſpake-of- it,. Fohr TH 


22. Ippill ſee you again, .anid your: Heert ſhall re- 


Joyce, and your joy 10 man fhall take from you.| 
This Promiſe of ſeeing them is the Promiſe of} 
a loving Viſit. I will for a while leave my glo-! 


rtous Palace, my Throne, my Fathers _— 
A 


mn, bas up Frog mk we, P41 * IS PAW FQR9R A ru 


es 1 


mm" 9a. ct SB A my We 0% A A. grin, was © Gal, ad. 


JI Funeral Sermon. 15 
and come to your ſorry Cottages, and when 1 
come, it ſhall not be empty-handed, I will 
bring joy along with me : I will then compleat 
your Joy, you ſhall have enough not only to 
{ſmooth your brow, bur to refreſh and fill your 
| Souls; and as I will bring Joy by my coming 
to you, fo I will fix it and make it permanent 
| by your going with me; of that Joy which 1 
ſhall give you, you ſhall have an eternal Poſſeſ- 
{ lon; my Father willnot take it from you, for 
he loves you too well, and none elie ſhall, net- 
ther Men or Devils : So then, if Truth ir ſelf 


g Is worthy of Credence, we are and may be 


ſure that our dear Lord will come again. 
2- But I now come to ſpeak to the ſecond 


ee!) thing propounded, viz. What is to be under- 


ſtood by the coming of the Lord, or when is 


mt it that Chriſt will come ? unto this enquiry I 
+ |: ſhall anſwer in theſe two things. 


1. Our Lord will come at the laſt and great 


e day, which for that reaſon is called the day 
to! of the Lord, that is, the day of his return, 
re; the day of his appearance; then he wil come 


' wn Perſon, AQts1.10, 11. The Apoſtles being 
gathered together upon Mount Oliver, Chriſt 


e-| was taken up, and a cloud received him out ' 


; of their fight, and two men, that is, two An- 


e-| gels in white raiment ſtood by them, and ſaid, 


| Why ſtand ye gazing up into Heaven ? what make 
| you here ? why do you miſpend your time in 


>| Aa vain looking ? you have already beheld all 


| that you were bronght hither for, your Lord 
and 
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and Love is now withdrawn, and no more to be 


ſeen by you for one while.  7his ſame Feſus who is | 
now taken up from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come wm | 
like manner as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven, He 
ſhall ſo come, and in like manner; how was 
that? thus. He ſhall come in his own Perſon, | 
the ſame Perſon that now aſcended ſhall come | 
again, ,he ſnall come with the ſame Soul and the 
ſame Body. He now aſcends and ſhall come | 
again in and by his own Power, not needing the | 
help and aſliltanceof any one elſe. He ſhall come | 
with the ſame Grandeur, Majeſty ; now he went ; 
upina Cloud, and when he comes again, it ſhall | 
beinthe Clouds of Heaven, ſo you haveit in this, | 
Mat. 24.29, 30. The Powers of the Heaven ſhall be | 
ſhaken. The very Axis of Heaven ſhall crack and: | 
break; the frame of the whole Univerſe ſhall | 
ſhakeand totter and tumble,all theſe things ſhall ' 
be diſſolved : And there ſhall appear the ſignof the | 
Son of man in Heaven. By which you may with | 
ſome underſtand, the Cloud in which he will,” 
come to Judgment, or with others the great. | 
found of a Trumpet and the voice ofan Arch-an- | 
gel, or with others a great light, and Ma jeſty | 
and Glory with which the World ſhall be filled. 
And then ſhall all the Tribes of the Earth Mourn,thac : 
is, all thoſe that have been Haters of him and E- | | 
nemies to him, and have riſenupin a deſperate | 
Oppolition to his Royal Intereſt and Govern- | 
ment, his Truth and Ways and People. And | 
they ſhall {ce the Son of man coming in the Clouds of | 
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a Fudge totbe World in general, for the ColleCi- 
on _ gathering before him of all N ations, and 
of all Perſons, whether they be Sheep or Goats, 
Friends or Foes, Righteous or Wicked, Holy 
or Profane; for the railing up of them that are 
Dead, who have lien for a long time in Silence 
and Sleeping i in their Beds of Duſt, and for the 
bringing before him all thoſe that ſhall then be 
found alive and remaining, that fo he might 
paſs; adefinitive Sentence upon them all, deter- 
mining t ctr, Everlaſting State, and adjudging 
them either/to Happineſs or Miſer y, according 
to the Franie and Conſtitution of their Souls, 
the Management of their Lives, and thoſe 
things which every one of them hath done 
while here in the Body. 

2. He may be ſaid to come at the hour of 
mans Death and Diſſolution, though then he 
doth not come to any, no not to the Saints 
themſclvey, who are his dearly beloved, Per- 
ſonally, yer, if I may take liberty ſo to Phraſe 
it, he comes Yirtually, by his Power and Au- 
thority, giving Commiſſion to Death '11s Meſ- 
ſenger to fetch them out of the World ; that 
they might be conducted by Angels into the 
Chamber of his preſence, and the Bojom of 
his Love; thus he comes to particular Be- 
lievers at the time of their departure hence. 
Death being ſent by him, comes armed with 
2 full Commiſſion to cut the hond which to 
long had kept the Soul and Body in a itrict, 


them 
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' them into the other World. Here you have 
liv'd ſo long, and ſpent ſo much time in a 
ſtrange Countrey, where you have met with a 
great many difficulties and unkindneſles, but 
now the Glaſs is run out which was turned up 
as the meaſure of your continuance and abode 
here; you have lived to the utmoſt bounds, 
the laſt moment of your day : Whether you 
have minded the buſineſs about which you were 
ſent, and finiſhed the work your great Lord 
and Maſter did ſet you, 1t 1s your part to con- 
ſider, there will be no more time allowed you 
for the finiſhing of it ; whether you are prepa- 


red to leave the World and make your appea- | 


rance before the Tribunal of your Judge or no, 


WERE 
7 
Lo 


there 15 no time now to prepare in, howloe- | 


ver you have livea, ard whatſoever ſtate you 


are in, you mult go, you mult preſently go, and 


give an account of your ſeit ro God, 
Now when Death comes to a, godly Perſon, 
we way iay that his Lord 1s come for him,. and 


calls him away; as In another caſe, when Gra- : 


cious Scals have been kept for a ſeaſon in great 


darkneis, Iabouring vnder diſmal apprehenſi- : 
ons and tears, when there have bcen the with- ' 


drawings of God trom them, velling of his face 
and covering himlelf with a Cloud ; when 


there have been violent temptations and furious | 


aſſaults made upon them by the reſtleſs malici- | ca 
ous and implacable enemy, and together with | Sin 
This, diſquiets, uproars, and hideous ſtorms in *a l 


their own Conlciences, and as the iſſue 'and 


- wa 
pro- *? 


| A Funeral Sermon, 19 


produt of all, an innumerable number of con- 
fuſed and perplexing thoughts, and then after- 
wards the Clouds are ſcattered, darkneſs vani- 
| ſheth, the day breaks, and the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs ariſeth upon them with beams of Light 
| | and wings of healing ; when the roaring Lion is 
, + chained up, the tempter taken off, ſtorms are 
| | laid, and fears confuted ; when, in a word, 
| | they have had bleſſed Illapſes of Joy, the de- 
| + lightful ſmiles of God, and the ſheddings of his 
, | Iove abroad in their Hearts by the divine Spirit 
which is given to them, then, I ſay, then they 
. / have inan Holy extaſie, and with triumphant, 
|} heart-raviſhing Joy cried out, He is come, He 
#5 COME, : 
: And ſo have others too, they have ſung the 
 » ſame ſong when ready to ſet fail for the Land 
\ * of Promiſe; being weary of living among bad 
' Neighbours in a wicked and troubleſome 
World, who are ſet on fire with the fire of 
| » Hell, or like the raging Sea continually caſting 
. - forth Mire and Dirt, and foaming out their 
- - own ſhame, the ſinful and poyſonous Exhalati- 
. - ons of whoſe corrupt and putrid Hearts do wo- 
. } fully. infe& the very Air they breath in, and: 
| ſpread far and near a Soul-deſtroying Plague, 
| | whereby thouſands are cut off and drop into 
; | Hell; when they have beenquite tired out with 
. } carrying ſo long about with them a Body of 
| Sin and Death, which ſtinks in their Noftrils ; 
 *aLaw in their Members, which is continually 
+ warring againſt the Law in their Minds, and 
' Ga r00 
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too too often prevails to the bringing of them 


into Captivity ; when they have been tugging | 


at the Oar, and labouring hard in Duties, and 
yet aſter all their labour cannot perform them 
with that Life and fervour and fixedneſs and 
inlargement as they would ; when they have 
been dealing with their own Hearts, and ta- 


king a great deal of pains, and yet cannot get | 


- 


them to a right frame, nor keep them in 1t;! 


but the work doth every day return upon; 


them, after al], there is much deadneſs and 
dulneſs, and hardneſs, and coldneſs, and in- 
ſtability. In ſhort, when they have been think-: 
ing of Heaven, and praying for it, and prepa- 
ring for it, and even broken with longings for 
it, and at lenzth Death hath knockrt at their 
door, and given them notice, that they are 
come to the cloling aCt of their Life, and muſt 
{uddenly go off the Stage, they have greatly re- 
joyced, as reckoning the day of their Death 
much better than the day of their Birth, and 
cried out, Now he t5 come, long look'd for 5 
comeat laſt. Now for the coming ef our Lord 
both in his own Perſon at the laſt day, and by 
his Meſſenger Death to every one of us in our 
particular day, 1t concerns all of us to be rea! 

This brings me to the third thing propound-. 
ed, which 15 to enquire, what this readineſs is, 
what it imports, what is required to the m# 
king of itup; and to that I auſwer in theſe two. 
things : we ought to endeavour and preſs after, 
two things. to | 


jd 


on 
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1. A readineſs of State. 
2. A readineſs of Mind or Spirit. 

1. We ſhould indultriouſly labour for a rea- 
dineſs of State, Put our ſelves forth to the ut- 
moſt that we may, and make ſure that we do 
get into ſuch a poſture as to be counted a peo- 
ple prepared for the Lord : if you look into 
Luke 1. 19. You will find that expreſlion. 
Fohn the Baptiſt, who was the Precurſor, or 
Forerunner of Chriſt, was to come furniſhed 
with, and aGted by the Spirit, and Power of 
Elias, which was a warm Spirit, and a migh- 
ty Power, but for what end? that Text in- 
forms you, it was fo turn the Hearts of the Fa- 
thers to the Children, antl the diſobedicnt to the 


Wiſdom of the Fuſt, to make ready a People prepa- 


red for the Lord, i.e. For the Lord Jeſus at 
his coming in the Fleſh; that they might be 
well inſtructed, and rightly diſpoſed ; matter 
in due Caſe for him to work upon, brought 
into ſuch an Excellency of Spirit and Tem- 
per, as readily to perform their Duty God, 
and with all Alacrity of Soul welcome, enter- 
tain and cmbrace Chriſt and the Goſpel upon 
the firſt Appearance and Promulgation, that 
they might be a people fit to ſubmit to, and 
be made members of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
which was then at hand. 

Now the ſame is our work, and the Lord 
grant, it may accordingly be minded and fol- 
lowed by us all, to get our ſelves into ſach a 
State, as will be ſuitable to Chrift, when he 

C 3 comes, 
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comes, ſuch a State as will be grateful, and ac- 
ceptable to him. We ought carefully to look} 
to it that he do not find us in our Sluttery, n | 
a fiithy and naſty Condition, ſuch as may juft- 
ly render us odious and loathſome to him, ſo 
that being of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity, He will not endure to look upon us, 
but abhor to admit us into his Boſom, or to | 
tread his Courts, or to dwell in his Holy Hull, ' 
but ſay, away, away with them, caſt them out : 
of my Sight, my Mind cannot be toward them, : 
bury them in Hell: that is a ſweet paſlage of | 
the Apoſtle Paul, and one would think it 
ſhould work mightily in them that read ir, 
raiſe up ſuch a deſire, O that it might be fo 
with me! Coloſ. 3. 4. When Chriſt who #5 our ' 
Life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him 
in Glory. Believe it, it. will be far otherwiſe 
with a great part of the World, and I fear it 
will be otherwiſe with a great number of pro- 
feſlors, who are now well thought of by others, 
and think as well of themſelves, and hold their 
Heads high, concluding their Condition good 
and late, but will be convinced of their groſs 
miſtake when it 1s too late to reCtifie it ; Death 
will find them, and the Reſurrection will find ? 
them, and Judgment will find them ; but poor 
Wretches, how will they be iound ? Truly in 
a State of contrariety to Chriſt. He will be þ 
In his Beauty, and they in their Blemiſhes and 
Deformity : He in his Holineſs, and they in 
their Wickedneſs : He in his Glory, and they , 
1 
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in their Shame : He as being the Brightneſs 
of his Fathers Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon, they as having on the Image and 
likeneſs of their Father the Devil, and looking 
as black as Hell it ſelf. That which ſhould be 
the Matter of our higheſt ambition is, that we 

may be then found in a State of j nirableneſs to 
Chriſt. He in his Glory, andl we In our Glory : 
He having on the Glory ot the only begotten 
of the Father, and we the Glory of Adopted 
Children: He being the Glory of God, and we 
the Glcry of Chr:/r. 

Now to ſay no more to this at preſent, 
then ( and never till then ) are Men and Wo- 
men got into a readineis ot State z when they 
are In a ſtate of Grace, recewcd in the Spirit 
of their Minds, and born again, made parta- 
kers of a new and Divine Nature; if you 
would be found ready, you muſt look careful- 
ly that you do not fail of the Grace of Ged, 
but have been under a blefled Tranilatwny 
turned from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan to Gcd; that thovzh Sin be 
now found in you, and for your Fi-arts you 
cannot get quite rid of 1t, the Wall mult be 
pulPd down before ll the Ivy will be our, yet 
you ſhall not at that day be fourd in Sin; dead, 
quite dead in Treſpaſles anc. Sins : See that you 
be not found in a ſtate of Alienation and E- 
{trangement from God, in a itate of Enmity 
and Oppolition to him; but in a ſtate of Re- 
conciliation, of Juſtification and SanRibicati- 
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on ;, ſome of his Friends, of his familiar and inti- 
mare Acquaintance, who live to him, and walk 
with him ina cloſe Communion ; never think 


of being ready, without being really Holy, of | 


being prepared for your laſt and great change, 
unleſs you have paſled through a renewing 


change. The Wiſe Virgins were ready for the 


Bridegroom at his coming, but remember and 
conſider how it was with them; they had not 
only a fair Profeſſion, but together with that, 
the Life and Power of Godlineſs, a lighted 
Lamp indeed in their Hands which did not go 
out, and beſtdes that, Oil in their Veſlels, 
Grace 1n their Hearts. 

2. We ſhould likewiſe carefully look to this, 
. that there be in us a readineſs of Mind and 
Spirit; of this we find mention made in the 
bleſſed Scriptures, upon another account : I 
ſhall inſtance in one place, where the Apoſtle 
Peter directs his Exhortation to the Elders, or 
Miniſters of the Church, 1 Per. 5. And them 
he would have to feed the Flock, of God which 1s 
among them, with that, and with none but that, 
and with all that Proviſion which its Lord and 
great Shepherd had ordered for it, taking, faith 
He, the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 
villingly, not for filthy Lucre, but of a rea- 
dy Mind ; 7:9%%yos, with a prompt and chear- 
_ ful Mind, with a Mind ſweetly inclin'd, yea 
{ſtrongly carried out that way ; we ſay ſome- 
times of Perſons rrhen we ſee how aukwardly 
they ſet about what is ſet them, that they do 
it 
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it as thoſe who have no Mind toit; now Mi- 
niſters ſhould preach as thoſe that have a Mind 
to it,, and do all the work of their Office, as 
thoſe that have a Mind to it, and all of you 
ſhould do, O Saints, the Duties of your Rela- 
tions and places as thoſe that have a Mind to 
do them; for that puts a beauty upon your 
| Actions, and makes them amiable : /f there be 
| a willing Mind, it & accepted according to what a 
man hath, though that which he hath be poor 
| and little, as appears by the Honour Chri/f 
put upon the Widow who caſt two mites into 
| the Treaſury. Now It 1s your Duty to per 
this readineſs of Mind againſt your Lords 
coming. 
. There are, bleſſed be God, and for ever ad- 
| mired be his free and rich Grace, that there 
* are among, us a great many who are brought 
into a readineſs of State, cficCAtually called to 
* he Saints, #. e. called by the Word to be ſuch, 
and made ſuch by the bleſſed Influence and 
powerful over-ſhadowings of the Spirit, by 
which He hath formed Chriſt in them ; bur 
they have not yet attained to this readineſs 
of Mind, they are backward and ready to flce 
off. When they think the King of Terrours 
doth Arreſt them, they Startle and Recoil, 
Pſal. 39. 10. When David, though a man af- 
ter Gods Heart, was almoſt conſumed by the 
blow of his hand, he cried, remove thy ſtroke a- 
way from me, do not repeat thy blow leſt thon 
ſtrike me to duſt ; and again, ver. 13. O ſpare 
me, 
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me, that 1 may recover ſtrength, before T go hence, 
and be ſeen no more, So when that meſlage was 


brought by the Prophet to good Hezekzah, 1/a. |, 
38. 1, 2. Set thine houſe in Order, for thou ſhalt | 


Die, and not Live : Though: he had walked 
before the Lord in Truth and with a perfect 
Heart, and done that which was good in the 
ſight of God, yet as if he had heard fome 
dreadful news, and death would do him a 
real and great unkindneſs, he turned his face 
toward the Wall and wept ſore, 2nd as he 
tells us afterward, in that Chapter; He chat- 


tered like a Crane, or a Swallow, and mourned as | 
4 Dove, becauſe he then thought, He ſhould | 
not ſee the Lord, even the Lord in the Land of the | 
Living, 1. e. in this World, I ſhall behold man | 
no more, with the Inhabitants of the World. But | 


this was their Infirmity, and we ſhould labour 
to get our {nds ready, and that for theſe two 
things. 
1. To welcome Chriſt when ere he comes. 
2. TogotoChriſt when we are called. 
i. We ſhould have our Minds ina readineſs 


to welcome Chriſf when he doth come, and | 
Death too when 1t 1s ſent as a Meſlenger by | 


and from him ; ſo ready as not to be affrighted, 
nor unduely concerned at its Harbingers and 
 Forerunners, Sicknelles and Diſeiſcs, grind- 
ing Aches and Pains; no, nor at it's own ap- 
—__ or moſt wounding and fatal ſtroke ; 
but hold up our Head, ſince our Redemption 
and higheſt Exaltation draweth nigh; Is my 
| | | | lalt 
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Iaſt day come? is my Lord come? O bleſſed 
day ! O thrice joyful day ! when there is a 
neceſlity of dying, there ſhould alio be a wil- 
lingneſs to Dye ; there is, ſaith Paul, A Crown 
of Riohteouſneſs, which God the r1ghtcons Fugoe wu 
give unto all them that love his appearing. The 
Souls love to the appearing of Chrilt both at 
Judgment and at Death, is a frame that God 
doth particularly obſerve, and will gloriouſſy 
reward ; now this that Holy Man tound in 
himſelf, Af&s 21. 13. I am ready not ouly to be 
bound at Feruſalem, to be thrown into a Gzol, 
or to walk up and down in the Streets dragg- 
ing, like a Criminal, aChain aitcr me, bzt alſo 
to ate for the Name of the Lord Jeſus, I will doit 
withall my Heart, without diſpute or reluCtan- 
cy; and as I will not ſtick at dying, ſo ncither 
at the m:nner, nor the kii.d of ir, whether 1t 
be ata Stake, or a Gilbert, or a Block, or | y be- 
ing offered vp tor a burnt-offering; 1 matter 
It not, my Maiter ſhall chooie tor me. I will 
be as ready to lay down my Lite for Chrilt, as 
ever I was to go to bed when weary, there 
ſhall be no loathneſs art all in me. 

How greatly have ſome precious Saints long- 
ed for this Appearance of Chriit, and been al- 
moſt impatient, not knowing how to beer a 
delay and to wait ſo long as they have done ! 
how have they groan'd, being burden'd ! how 
have their delires flamed, and the fire burned, 
and their Hearts been hot within them ! how 
could they have cricd out in their Pangs, as the 

Mo- 
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| Mother of S;ſera did when ſhe hoped to ſee her 
Son return a joyful Conqueror,in a Triumphant 
Chariot with a Palm of Victory, Judge 5. 28. 
Why ts bis Chariot fo long in coming ? why tarry 
the Wheels of his Chariot ? And when they have 
heard ( as I may ſay , the Jumping and Rat- 
ling of the Wheels, I mean, when they have 
had ſome comfortable Signs and Tokens of 
his coming, how have their paſſhonate and aſ- 
piring Souls been ready to break Priſon, and 
run out to meet him! how have their Hearts 
leapt within them at the thoughts thereof, 
even as the Babe did in the Womb of Eliza- 
beth! Take notice of that paſſage of the ena- 
moured Spouſe, in Cant. 4. 8. The Voice of my 
Beloved! heark, heark, this knock at my door 
is given by his moſt Gracious Hand ! it is, I 
am ſure, it is his Voice that ſaith, Come with 
me from Lebanon, my Spouſe, with me, from Le- 
banon, from the Top of Amana, from the Top of 
Shentr and Hermon, from the Lions, from the 
Aountains of the Leopards! Come, my Spouſe, 
come leave this Land of Cabul, this dirty and 
filthy World, this vile and wicked World, 
this malicious and cruel World ; your reſt is 
not in 1t, it is full of beaſts of Prey, and by 
conſequence of Ruine and Rapine ; it lieth in 
wickedneſs, and is deluged with the precious 
Blood of Saints. Come up hither, to a place 
of Peace, to the third Heaven, where there isa 
laſting Calm and Eternal Sun-ſhine. O ! faith 
ſhe, this is the Voice of my Beloved, and a 
| Plea- 
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pleaſant Voice it is, a joyful ſound. My Friends, 
I knew, and was moſt nearly related to an emi- 
nently gracious Saint, who being vilited with 
his laſt fickneſs, and obſerving his Phyſician to 
whiſper to his Friend at the further end of the 
Room, asked him the reaſon why he did ſo, 
who replied, Why, Sir, did you hear what 1 
ſaid ? he again anſwered, Yes, I did, you ſaid 
I would dye ; and what, do you think I am . 
. afraid todye? no, man, no, I have been pre- 
paring for it, and longing for it theſe forty 
Years together, and I am not afraid of it now, 
it is the beſt news you can bring me. Here 
was a bleſſed readineſs of Mind, to bid his Lord 
welcome, and Death welcome. 

2. We ſhould labour to get our Minds into 
a readineſs to go to Chriſt, to go upon the 
call, upon the firſt call : doth he make fignifi- 
cations, that it is his will to have us home ? 
doth he by his Providence ſay, Come, Soul, 
come to me, come to Heaven ; we ſhould joy- 
fully ſay, Lord, I come: Thus it was with 
Moſes, who had done great ſervice for 1ſrael, 
having been Inſtrumental for the delivering 
them out of the Houſe of Bondage, and carry- 
ing them through an howling Wilderneſs, and 
bringing them to the very borders of the Land 
of Promiſe ; but into that good Land he muſt 
not enter ; No, faith God, thou didſt treſpaſs 
againſt me at the waters of Meribah, and didit 
not fſanCtifie me in the midit of the Children 
of 1ſracl, therefore get thee up to Mount Nebo, 
and 
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and die there ; accordingly he did, without any 
diſpute, as you may find, Der. 34. 1, 5. He 
went up from the Plains of AMoab unto the Moun- 
tains of Nebo, to the top of Piſgah, and there he 
died. Good man, ſince he muſt not go into 
Canaan, he was well pleas'd at his going into 
Heaven. 

Oh that we might be ſo too! what ſhould 
hinder us ? what is there here comparable to 
that which is to be enjoyed there ? What are 
Friends below, to a God and Chriſt above ? 
what is Vanity to that Glory ? what the pud- 
dle water of ſenſual Dzlights, to that Chriſtal 
River of Pleaſures which 1s at Gods right Hand ? 
yea, what are our cleareſt SanCtuary-lights to 
the Beatifical Viſion, when we ſhall behold his 
face in Righteouineis, and ſee the bleſſed Fe- 
ſas our Redeemer, Husband and Head, as He 
1s? Oh,when we have our Summons, we ſhould 
ſay, Lord, I come ! I would forſake all to fol- 
low thee, to be with thee ; my Soul is now 
chain'd to the Body, an infirm Body, a vile 
Body ; by which I am miſerably clogg'd and 
hindered, fo that I cannot do the things that 
I would, my ho:y motions are dull, and heavy, 
and flow ; it at any time I would be upon the 
wing, ard get my Heart to a due Elevation, 
there are weights preſling down; when I am 

up I cannot. keep ſo, but find declinings, flut- 
terings, wanderings, inſtcad of an Holy Fixati- 
onz wnenl would run the way of Gods Com- 
_ mandments, my Chariot-W heels are taken off, 
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ſo that I drive on heavily : My Soul is knit, 
and faſtned to the Body, and by the Body ſta- 
| ked down here ; and becauſe of this / deſire to 
be difſolved. Oh that this preſent Union might 
be broken, this knot- untied ! I long, yea, I 
long to be looſed and ſet at liberty ; that fo 
I might be gone where I would be, and my 
wearied, but enamoured Soul, may take it's flight 
to the Mountains of Myrrhe,, and Beds of Spices, 
where my glorious Savour 1s, and it may take 
everlaſting and unſpeakable delight in mutual 
embraces, and in deareſt, fulleſt, repeated, re- 
ciprocal Acts of Love and Kindneſs. 

This was that ſublime and excellent frame of 
Spirit, unto which the Holy Apoſtles and Pri- 
mitive Saints had happily attained, according 
to the account given, 2 Cor. 5. 8. We are con- 
fident and willing rather to be abſent from the Bo- 
. dy, and preſent with the Lord. It is true, out of 
humble Submiſſion and obedience to our great 
Lord and Maſter, as we ought to be, ſo we are 
content to ſtay in the Body as long as he will 
have us ſtay ; we mult not break Priſon, and 
we dare not do lt, knowing that we are not 
at our own command and diſpoſe ; we did not 
, erect this Tabernacle, nor have we any right to 
pull it down; yea and more than ſo, for ſome 
reaſons we could, if our Lord plcaſe, we could 
be willing to continue a little longer here, - not- 
withſtanding the Inconveniencies, Exerciſes, 
and Vexations that we meet with; we would 
do our Heavenly Maſter better ſervice, we 
would 
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would bring him more and greater Glory than 


hitherto we have done ; and for the Churches 
ſake, that we might be further uſeful unto 


them ; and for our dear Wives ſake, that we 
might be a ſupport and comfort unto them ; and 
for our Childrens ſake, that we might provide 
for them, and take care of their Education 
and Training up ;.and, if it ſtand with the 
Will of God, before we die may ſee Chrilt for- 
med in their Hearts, and them walking in the 
fear and way of God, and ſo may lie down in 
the joyful aſlurance of their ſtanding up in our 
ſtead, and ſerving the God of their Fathers; 
yet for all this, if we were put to our choice, 


we know what we would chooſe, of the two. 
we had rather be abſent from the Body and 


preſent with the Lord, Our Husbands and 
Wives are dear, our Children and Friends are 
dear, our Flocks and Congregations are dear, 
' we have an high eſteem of them, and an hear- 
ty affection for them; we love them all, and 
we would enjoy them all, and we would glad- 
ly be helpful, and uſeful, and a bleſling in our 
ſeveral places to them all; yet our Gad is 
 dearer Io us than them all, and ſo is our 
precions Lord Jeſus; and we would leave all 
| here below to goto them above ; and further 

read and conlider, what 1s faid in the 1. 2, 3, 
and 4, verfes of the ſame Chapter. IWe groan 
earneſily, deſiring to be cloathed upon with our houſe 
which is from Heaven; not that we would be un- 
cloarheg, but cloatked upon, that mortality nught be 
Wa 
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ſwallowed up of Life : Which is all one as if he © + 


had ſaid, It is not meerly for Dearh's ſake that - 


we are thus longingly defirous after it : Take . 
Death as it 1s in its {elf confidered, without re- 
ference to a future Life and better State whick 
it lets the gracious Soul into, there is no come- 
lineſs nor {weetneſs in it for which it ſhould be 


. deſired ; and ſaith Paw, We do not ſo deſire 


it : We would not gladly be uncloathed and 
Bo more, ftript and left naked ; we would nct 
ſhake off this old Friend and Companion, the 
Body, becauſe it is grown weak, and feeble, and 
withered, having loſt its former beauty and 
ſtrength, but we deſire to dye for Heaven's ſake, 
xx Glory's lake, and for God's and Chriſt's 
ake. 

Theſe two things now make up that readineſs 
which it is our-Daty and Intereſt to be continual- 
ly preſling after,until we have. attained to it,uiz. 
A readineſs of Srare,that our Souls may be'fit far 
his Appearance, fit for his coming, that they 
may be put into ſuch a Condition as will cer- 
fainly render them pleaſing and acceptable: to 
him, that we'may appear lovely in his eyes ; 


and ſo his Heart may be toward us, and his de- 


ight in us ; and be again may appezr not ter- 
rible, but preciovs and amiable in our eyes, 
and we may behold him without any conſter- 
pation and amazement ; that we .may- nat ab 
his coming be frighted our of our wits, as thoſe 
Kings of the Earth, and rich men, and great 
men, and mighty _—_ and chict Captains will 


- 
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be, who are ſpoken of ir Rev. 6. 15, 16, T7. 
Who ſhall hide rhern/elves in the dens, and m-the 
rocks of the mountains, and fay 'to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
him that ſitrerh upen the throne, and from the wrath 
of rhe Lamb, for the great day of h1s wrath 15 come, 
and who ſhall be able to ſtand ? And together with 
that a readineſs of 73nd and ſpirit, 1oas tobe: 
moſt cordially will nz and free to bid him we'- 
come to us, and-alſo to go to; him, that ſo 
where he is, we -may be alſo. EIN 
Having thus ſhewn you what 1s that readi- 
nefs which we&intend, and-are-in purſuance of 
the Command-4n'the Text urging upon you, 
we now come -to the- Proof of the Doctrine; 
and to evidence 1t to you, that it is a very 
great and neceſſary; and indiſpenſible Duty in- 
cumbent upon all thoſe who have heard of the 
Lord Jeſns, and of his Coming, induftriouſly 
to make out after this readineſs :- This is bound 
upon you by our Lord himſelf, 'when he here 
faith, Be ye alſo ready. I remember that Paſſage 
of his concerning Watchfulneſs, Mark 1 3. 37; 
What I ſay umo you, I ſay uuto all; Watch : All 
are concerned, all obliged, every Mothers Child , 
of you, high and low, rich and poor, young 
and old, one and other : It 1is:as true in the 
preſent Caſe : What our Lord did in this Scrip- 
ture ſay to his Diſciples and Hearers at that 
time, he ſpeaks to you at this time, Be ye 7ea- 
dy ; for as Paul aſſures us, Rom. 4. 15. Whatſo- 
ever things were written aforetime, were written for 
| our 
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our learning ; Promiſes for our encouragement, 


and Precepts for our PrzQice;, and theſe words - 


of his may be thus Paraphras'd ; My Diſciples, 
] am ſhortly to dye, and to £0 from hence in- 
to another. World, where | ſhall be at a great 
diſtance from you, and altogethcr invilible -to 
you ; my ſuffering-work here will ſhortly have 
an end, but there 1s great, and glorious WOK 
in Heaven, and that F,muit in mine own Per- 
ſon tend and ern for it js.of eyerlaſt- 
ing concernment to my Fathers Glory, and the 
| Honour of niine own Name, and i9.the Good, 

and Comfort, and. Happineſs of.you and all 
my People : But there is a time appointed up- 
on Counſel, and by Agreement between my 
Father and me, wherein I am to come again, 
for I and you love one another too well to be 
pleaſed 2nd ſatisfied with being at ſo. great 3 
diſtance, and ſo far aſneder, therefgre I will 
be ſure to come ; this is my declared -Will, 
my fixed Reſolve, I have told my Father of 
it, John 17. 14- Father, 1 will, that they alfo 
whom thou haſt ovucn me, be with me where 1 
am, that they may behold my glory which thou haſt 
given mie : And this. I have y 14 vpon -record, 

. and made known to Khe World; I will have 

niy Church and People above, they are my 

. Spouſe and Children, and where ſhould they be 

but where their Husband and Father. is? they 

are my Body and Members, and where ſhould 

they be. but where their Head is ? a yarn. 

| which is the habitation of my Fathers and mine, 
D 2 
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_ --own Holineſs and Glory, is the beſt and fitteſt 
' place for us eternally to enjoy our ſelves and 
one another in, and I will fetch them all thi- 
ther : Some of them I fetch home by Death, 
I ſend that pale Horfe for them ; the King of 
Terrors is my Meſſenger and their Servant : 
now one comes in that way, and then another, 
as I think fit, and as they grow fit, as they 
finiſh their work and ripen for glory. I have 
with me now ſuch a multitnde as no man can 
number, and when 1 ſent for any of them, I 
found them ready, every one ready, ready for 
'Death, and ready for Glory, and ready for me; 
I found them fo as I would have them, an 
there -are thouſands and thouſands more that 
will be ready every one in their ſeaſon ; as 
ſome are going off, ſo there are ſome coming 
on; they will be glad of my coming, and of 
Death's coming, and glad to come to me; 
they will be prepared for their Journey and 
for their home, when my Meſſenger or my 
ſelf in Perſon do come for them, neither of us 
ſhall need to ſtay ?cill they waſh and dreſs them- 
elves, and put. on their beautiful Wedding- 

arments, for at that time they ſhall be in their 
uty and bravery, even as a Bride made rea- 

dy for her Husband. Now do you' think of 
it, and confider what you have to do, whether 
you are not concerned to look to it that you 
. take the ſams care and pains, that you be fonnd 
1n the ſame ate, wife for your Souls, and pre- 
pared for*your Lord ; Be ye alfo ready. . Now 
further 
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furcher to make this out to you, that to get 
into this readineſs is your main bufineſs, and. 
which you ought with greateſt earneſtneſs and 
induſtry to mind and purſue, I ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe five particulars, deſiring you duely to 
weigh and conſider them. | 

1. You are not, none of you is ready as yet ; 
if you were, you would not be here; none 
lives upon Earth after He is once thoroughly 
fit for Heaven; as long as you continue here 
you may be ſure there is ſomething lacking in 
your Graces, and ſomething to be added to 


your Work and Duties; for certain, thoſe, 


all thoſe of you that to this day are in the ſtate 
of corrupt mature, in your unregeneracy, ali- 
enated from the Life of God through the ig- 
norance and perverſeneſs that is in you, are far 
from this readineſs ; there is not one pin ſtuck, 
nothing at all done in order thereunto, you 
are altogether in your nakedneſs and ſhame; 
You may very well look upon your ſelves with 
—_— and if you appear ſo before your 
Lord, He will look upon you with loathing, 
you will be no other than a ſfiuk in his No- 


{trils, 


And as for thoſe of youwwho are indeed ſan” 
Ctified, renewed, and made partakersof Grace» 
you are not yet quite dreſs'd. I dare ſay, you 
will be free to confeſs that you, notwithitand- 
ing all the time you have ſpent, and all the 
means you have enjoyed, are neither what 
you ſhould be, nor what you wauld be. Now 
Ty D 3 yOu 
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ov know; how it is with you in a Merning! 
if a Friend, a Stranger, ſpecially if' it be a 
Perſon of Quality, for whom you have an high 
eſteem and veneration, -knock at your door, 
and - cornies in and a5ks for you, and faith he 
muſt needs ſee and ſpeak with you, and that be- 
fore you are dreſs'd, you are greatly troubled, 
and would be glad if you could rufh your Heads 
into an Hole, and hide your ſelves, as being 
very unwillitig to appear before him in ſuch a 
nickle'; and 1s there. not reaſon 'it ſnonld be 
much more ſo in the' preſent caſe? Many a 
Chriſtian is made a partaker of the bleſſed Life 
of God,' and is awake unto Righteouſneſs, and 
got Ty out of the profound ſleep of Sin and 
carnal Security, and hath in ſome meaſure put 
on Chriſt,” not only 'in his Righteouſneſs by 
Faith, bur in his Holineſs too by Imitation, 
but yet he is far from being quite dreſs'd, and 
ſtanding compleat in all the' Will of God : 
hen he comes to take a ſerious view of him- 
. felf, and thoroughly to ſearch into his Heart 
and Life, and ſee how matters ſtand with him, 
he would” not” for mote than he hath of this 
Worlds goods, that his deareſt Lord and Love 
ſhould conie and find him ſo; 1 pray, Chriſti- 
ans, take and ſet often, and often before you 
the glaſs of the Scripture, which is both a 
perfett one,” making a moſt true and exact re- 
preſentation of things and perſons as they arc, 
and fo large, that you may ſec your ſelves in 


Ft all over from Head to F ot ; ; firſt ſtudy, and 
| that 
'* 
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that curiouſly, God, and Chriſt, acquaint:your | 
ſelves with them, becauſe you may in them ſee 
what you ſhould be, for it is their Image that 
you ſhould bear, their Spirit you ſhould have, 
their Nature and Lite, you ſhould, ſo far as 
you are capable, be contormed to; therefore 
take ſpecial notice of them, and ſee with what 
Beams they ſhine, with what Beauty and Gio- 
ry they are inveſted, and fix the Idea of them 
upon your Minds and Thoughts, and then re- 
flect upon your ſelves, and enter upon tne 
compariſon, and ask the queſtion, Am I ſuch 
an one as doth reſemble God ? Aml a Foliow- 
er and Imitator of God as a dear Child? Dol 
ſhew forth the Virtues and Praiſes of him, who 
hath called me out of darkneſs into this mar- 
vellous Light ? | 

O my Friends, be prevailed with to take 
this courſe, and get into the Knowledge of 
your ſelves; ſee, are there not many dcfict- 
encles in you, many Spots and Blcemiſhes upon 
you ? Haye you not ſtill got on ſome filthy 
Garments, and as for thoſe beautiful Garments, 
that change of Raiment, with which you have 
been furniſhed by the bleſied Angel of the Co- 
_ venaat, doth it not hang too looſe upon you ; 
and I pray tell mie, would you have your Lord 
come and take you in ſuch a caſe? No, no, [_ 
dare ſay, you would not: well, to ſhut ep this 
particular, I am ſure as I can be of any thing, 
that if you take a ſtrift account of your ſelt, 
may I not fay, if you have but an. eye, and 
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take only a ſuperficial view of your ſelves, you 
will find a great deal lackimg in your Falth, 
and in your Love, and in other Graces, and 
that there is much amiſs which calls for mend- 
ing, and {9 yon come exceeding ſhort in your 
Preparation; though there be not in you a 
dcamnable deficience, yet there is a diſhonou- 
Ting one, and therefore upon this acconnt you 
mult not fit down in your careleſneſs and neg- 
le as Perſons that had attained, but have 
necd to ſhake off an idle and liſtleſs temper, 
and beſtir your ſelves, and with all the ſpeed 
you can make, get into another frame and bet- 


ter order than that which you are now in : 


Thovgh you have been waſhed in the Fountain 
opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, the pre- 
Clous Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
ſpot, and thongh you have waſhed alſo in the 
Tears of Goſpel-Repentance which you have 
ſincerely and plentifully ſhed, yet our Saviour 
tells yon, there is occaſion for waſhing your 
Feet ;, and may I not alſo ſay, there is ſo much 
difficulty not only in making clean, but likewiſe 
in keeptng clean ; there will be ſuch new filth 
contrated, you will ſee there is room left for 
further waſhing of Head and Heart too, yea 
all over, and cleanſing your ſelves from all 
filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, for as yet 
you have not perfetted your Holineſs. 

2. Know and Mind this, that as you are 
not yet ready, ſo it is no facile caſie thing for 
a poor pohtuted Creature to get it ſelf _ a 

ate 
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ſtate of readineſs, it is not skipping out of a ſtate 
of ſin into a ſtate of Glory at a leap. You will 
find a great deal to do before preparation-work 
comes to be quite finiſhed every piece of Heart« 
work is hard work; every one that hath in good 
earneſt ſet his hand toit, will make that report 
of it; it carrieth a great deal of difficulty a- 
long,with it, yea ſo much difficulty as wouid 
be aliogether inſuperable to us, were it not 
that every One who doth in the vprightneſs of 
his Soul engage thereunto, may encourage him- 
ſelf with the comfortable Hope and ExpeCtati- 
on of divine aſfliſtance, ſince Gods Grace is 


| ſufficient for all his people, and his power is 
| and ſhall be manifeſted, his Omnipotent arm 
| made bare and ſtretched out in their weakneſs. 
| Alas! our Souls are exceedingly diſordered, 


and our Hearts out of tune; there is none of 
you but would be found too light, if you 
ſhould be weighed in the Ballance of the San- 


' Qtuary; take the Holieſt among you, and you 


: do not live as you ſhould, and if you ſhould now 
| die, do you think to die as you would? you 
; caunot now perform the work of Beggars, that 
| Is Prayer, and therefore you cannot look upon 
' your ſelves as fit for the work of Angels, that 


. 


' Is Praiſes, which calls for a more raiſed and 
| enlarged frame; you find it hard to call in a : 


wandering thonght, and to fix a volatile flat- 
tering thought, how hard then to be continu- 
nually with God ? You find it hard to prepare 
for a Duty and for an Ordinance, and do you 
not 
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not. judge it harder to prepare for diſſolution ? | 
you find it hard to fit your ſelves for the fan- 
Cifying of a ſhort Sabbath upon Earth ; what | 
is it then to get fit for the celebration of an | 
eternal Sabbath in Heaven ? You ſometimes ſee 
cauſe ro bluſh and be aſhamed to hfr up your | 
faces unto God, how much then mult be done | 
before you can with boldneſs and ſatisfaction 
behold his face in Glory, and Sun your ſelves 
in the Light of his Countenance. In a word, 
1f ever you did really attempr the thing, you 
find it hard to get ready to meet your Lord in 
a ſhort vilit; © then, what will it be to get 
ready for the Marriage Solemnity between Him} 
and his Spouſe, Him and your Souls! Verily, 
It will require a great deal of Care and Pains. 
Obſerve, I beſeech you, to this end, that] 
Counſel which is in the Scripture given you, 
2 Pet. 3.14. Give diligence that ye may be found 
of him in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. Sare 
you would be glad to be fourd in Peace, that 
there may not be any diſcontents and quarrels, 
that when he comes he may not fall out with 
you, and chide you, ſaying, My mind cannot | 
be toward you, you are ſuch as I can take no 
Pleaſure in, Depart from me ye curſed; but that 
you may be found in Peace, and hereupon no- | 
thing may paſs between you but love and kind-' 
neſs to all Eternity ; that you may have an ho-| 
Iy boldneſs toward him, and he may take a | 
fingulzr delight in you: certainly, if you have! 
any ſpiritual ſenſe of the things that m— 


mas 


ts Ga 


the 


| 


| the Kingdom of God and your precious Souls, 

you wlll readily acknowledge, 'that this is a 
| matter of higheſt importance 3 for withonr 
| doubt you will all be found, fo found of God as 


that you will be brought before him ; but 
what a dreadful thing will it be for 2 Soul to 


' be found in Sin, and in Wrath, and in Enmi-- 


ty; for God to find him in Indignation, and 
come forth againſt him with his Weapons of 
Indignation to do Exccution upon him ! It was 
a fad thing for Ahab when the Prophet Elijah 
found him, having before imbrued his Hands 
in the Blood of Naborh, what did 4hab there- 
upon ſay ? Haſt thou found me, O mine Enemy ! 
he expected a ſevere rattling from him, and 
the denunciation of ſore and heavy Judgments : 
He fongd him to his Sorrow and Confuſion ; 
but how much more dre2dful a thing will it be, 


' when at the day of account, the poor loſt ru- 


in'd Soul ſhall fav to God, Haft thou found 
me O mine Enemy ! but how ſweet and com- 
fortable will it be for you to be found in peace, 
when Chriſt ſhall have much to ſay for you, 


| but not one word againſt you ! 


Now in order hereunto the Apoſtle adviſeth 


| that you be without ſpor and blameleſs, 1. e. not 


| 
| 
| 


| 


in a Legal, hut in an Evangelical Goſpel-ſence. 
See toit, that thongh you have your ſpots, yet 


| you have your beauty too; though you are not 


all fair, yet you are not all ſpot ; again ſee to it, 
that though you have ſpots of /yfirmiry, which 
may be ſeen npon the Godly, yet you have 

SH | not 
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not ſpots of Impicty, which are inconſiſtent 
with a State of Grace, and to be ſeen in none 
but wicked ones ; ſee to it, that the ſpots 
which are upon you are only the ſpots of Chil- 
dren, and not thoſe of Baſtards; that though 
you have ſome blemiſhing ſpots, yet you have no 
branding ſpots. 


Now that this may be, ſaith the Apoſtle, | 


Give diligence, do not fit down under diſcou- 
ragement, and ſay, is it a likely thing, nay 
Is It poſſible that ever we ſhould get into ſuch 
a condition? we, who have in us ſo much 
Corruption, and are liable to ſo many Temp- 
tations, and live in ſuch a polluted World, 
and have ſo many wayes to walk in, that are 
full of Filth and Dirt, and are in danger to ſtep 


alide every ſtep we take z know, it doth not | 


become Men and Women pretending to Reli- 
gion and profeſling Godlineſs, to talk after ſuch 
a rate ; but reckon thus with your ſelves, God 


in his Word requires this, and others through | 
his Grace have attained t6 it, they have been | 
accounted ſpotleſs and blameleſs, and there- | 
fore it is my buſineſs to ſet to it; this State is 
proper and neceſſary for me, I muſt deſign and | 


aim at it; and be the difficulties what they 


will, I muſt be the more induſtrious; Be dili- | 
gent, eaned,ozrs, which carrieth in It three | 


things. 


Firſt, Make it your buſineſs, ſtudy your 


ſelves, your Rule, how to carry, how to order 
your lives, and to direct your ſteps, how you 


ſhould ' 


| pe 
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ſhould walk at home and abroad, how in your 
Callings and Relations and Converſes, that 
you may keep a Conſcience void of offence both 
toward God, and toward Men. | 

Secondly, Be intent upon it, and take as much 
pains as you can. It is not a flight and ſlack 
hand that will ſerve the turn, but: follow it 
hard, and make it your daily imploymenr, 
folow it now and to 1t again to morrow, with- 
out any idle and careleſs intermiſſion ; thoſe 
that manage matters to purpoſe, and enter in 
by the ſtrait Gate to Glory, are not lazy ſeek- 
ers but induſtrious Strivers. 

Thirdly, As you muſt make it your buſineſs, 


\ and be intent upon it, ſo make all the haſte in 
{ It that you can; loſe no time, but begin as ſoon 


as you can ; the dreſiing of ſome Perſons Bo- 
dies takes up a great deal of time, perhaps 


| | when afterward they come to refleCt and conli- 
der it, they will ſee cauſe to own 1t was too 


much ; but the dreſling of the Soul will neceſſa- 
rily require a great deal ; well, take that with 
you in the ſecond place: It is no caſte thing 


| to get into a readineſs, you mult be diligent, 
yea ule all diligence; a little care and a little 


pains will not do the work, ſuch very foul 
pieces as our Hearts call for a great deal of 
waſhing, they will not eaſily be made clean ; 
and this brings to the next particular. 

3- The getting of your ſelves into this rea- 
dineſs for the coming of your Lord, will be 
work enough for your whole Life ; as the _ 
ort 
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fort and bleſſed fruit of it will reach to the 
length of Eternity, ſo the doing of it will 


reach to the end of your time herc; had you 
no Trades to drive, no Families © tend, r0 
Worldly cares to rake, nothing of an Inferi. 


our and tranfitority Nature to ingage your | 
Minds and Thoughts, you will find Preparati- 
on for Death, Judgment and Eternity work 
enough. What then do you think, now you 
have ſo many Irons in the Fire, ſuch a multi- 
Tude of occafons and avocations that every 
day and condition brings along with it? and 
indced that man is a good 
and lives to excellent purpoſe, and will at laſt 
come off with high Commendation, who __ 


Husband of his time, | jt 


£ot this done by that: time He comes to die. . A} tha 


prepared Soul will be a praiſed Soul, He ha 


have praiſe of God. 


As was ſaid even now under the former Head, | 
this is difficult work, and ſuch, you know, 


goes very [lowly off ; our Hearts, though good 


in the main, are untoward knotty pieces, and |} 
whoſoever hath to deal with ſuch Timber had | 


need labour with all his might ; and when he 


doth ſo, 
little he can diſpatch at a time. Holy Pat 

had been a great while at this work, and ſpent | 

many Years about it, and believe it, he was | 
no loliterer, he ſweat at it: He did, as he | 
ſaith, keep under his Body, and bring it into 
SubjeQion, leſt He ſhould miſs of his end, and 


he will find to his ſorrow it 1s but | 


to: 
ſo. 
/ 
fur 
 tol 
cor 


while he preached to others be himſelf a caſt- ' the 


away ; 
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away ; and yet atter theſe repeated and conti- 
nued pains he tells ns, 2 Cor. 5.9. "That he ard 
the relt of the Apoſtles did /ebour, 1. e. they 
did not content themſelves with what they had 
done, and now pilve over, but they laboured 
ſtill, they went on to labour, and did follow 
it cloſe, if ſo be that after all that pains taken 
they mioht whether preſent or abſent be accepted of 
him. They did all of them well underſtand 
that they by their utmoſt endeavours could ne- 
yer make themſelves perfef, nor while they 
were here advance themlelves to a Rate abfo- 
| lntely compleat. Fob long before had ſaid, Fob 
' 9:30, 31. Though I waſh my ſelf with Snow-water, 
| and make my hands never ſo clean + If I Glory in 
| that, and reſt in that, Thos ſhalt plunge me mm the 
| ditch, and mine own cloaths ſhall abhor me. If 1 
think my ſelf white as Sow, thou may'ſt count 
me fre and Filth, and if my Cloaths had rea- 
| lon they would loath to core any more 'upon 
my back; this, I ſay, Pal and his Brethren 
' knew as well as Fob, that they could not make 
tnemſelves perfect, there would be ſome va- 


* | cancies and defets for them to mourn and 


groan under, the higheſt of their ambition was 
4 be found accepred, and bleſſed you if you be 
' fo. - 

; And then you may adde this Conſideration 
' further : That our Hearts are not only hard 
| to be wrought upon, and brought into ſnch a 
condition, but it is as hard a matter to keep 
them in it when they are in it, in the World 
to 
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to come indeed there will be no changes, but 


In this there 1s little elſe ; there will be a fix- 
ed and unalterable ſtate, the Saints made pil. 
lars in the Houſe of God ; but here are Advan- 


ces and Declenſtons, bleſſed Progreſles th Day, 
and miſerable Declenſions to Morrow, Pſaln 


102. 10. Thou haſt lifted me up, and caſt me down, 


The Work will return upon us, and muſt be| 
again and agaln repeated ; what we have done 
at one time, we ſhall find a neceſlity of doing 
afreſh at another : becauſe there 1s not in us 
that fixation and conſiſtency which there 
ſhould be. It is with our Hearts, and Mindy 
and Graces very much as it is with our Clocks, 
when they are drawn up in the Morning, the! 
weights will immediately be going down again, | 


: 


Lads rected nes ads 


and therefore there mult be pulling of them up} 


again at Night ; or as it is with our Plate, 
when It is ſcour'd never ſo clean and bright, 
it wilt grow foul again, and contratt new Ruſt 
and Canker. So, ah ſo, it is with the beſt of 
Saints, now their Hearts burn within them, 
anon they are Cold and Shivering,. now Live- | 
ly, anon Dull and Dead ; now their Souls| 


"—_— Oy gr ve 


are like the Chariots of Amminadab, anon like 
thoſe of Pharaoh, when the Wheels were ta-, 


:ken off. You read of the Wiſe Virgins, who 
were indued with Wiſdom from above, and | 


they were well furniſhed, and had made a tho- 
rough Preparation ſuitable to the great deſign! 
they were upon, having got Oil in their Veſ-| 
fels, as well as Lamps in their Hands, ws 
thole 
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thoſe Lamps were in very good caſe, lighted 
and ſhining, and laſting, they did not go out 
as thole ot the Fooliſh ones did ; vet. when 
there was that cry at Midnight, ' Behold, the 
Bridezroom cometh, they were off their Watch, 
found lumbering, and ſleeping, and were fain 
to ariſe and trim their Lamps again. 

4. This Readineſs once attaincd will be the 
Comfort and Joy of your Hearts, the begin- 
ning of it will lay the Foundation ol f Comforr, 
the Progreſs in jt will be the increating of thac 
Comfort, and the compleating of the one will 
bring you to the perfection of the other; this 
will mightily prevail to the delivering of You 
from thoſe Fears and Tremblings, thoſe inward 
Anxieties and Heart-akings, which others who 
are ſtrangers to it, will be expoſcd to, filled and 
tormented with, ſooner or later ; when o hers 
are Magor-. 1hfabibs, fear round a5our, you 
will have Peace, and increaſe your Joy in the 
Lord. When they are opprefſed, overwhelm- 
ed, and cven drown'd in deſpair, you will 
Know how to liit up your Heads in a believing 

expectation of your Deliverance and S2lvati- 
on drawing nezr; and when you can abide no 
longer in theſe earthly Tabernac!es of your 
Bodies, they being grown fo feebie and crazie, 
that they hike and totter, and mult of neceſſi- 
ty fall cre long, notwith! tanding you do 1n 
ſenſe of Duty all you can to pt oP them up and, 
keep them in good repair, you will be able to. 


polleſs your Souls not only 1 in patience, but like- 
E wiſe 
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wiſe with gladneſs, becauſe your remove will be 
for the better, yea unſpeakably for your Advan- 
tage. Ibeſeechyou, before you read any further, 
to pauſe a while, and ſeriouſly think, whether 
you muſt not in reaſon conclude that the fool- 
zh Virgins were put into a molt dreadful Fright | 
and Conſternation, when upon the tidings of | 
the Bridegrooms coming their Lamps went out ; 
they looked to their Lamps, and there was no 
light in them ; they looked into their Veſlels, 
and there was no Oll in them 3 by which means 
they were altogether in the dark, and how 
great was that darkneſs! True Grace they had 
none, and as for their Profeſſion, which had for- 
merly been very fair and taking, and had done 
them great ſervice among men, and acquired 
them much Credit and Reputation, that toog, 
did now fail them, and would contribute no- 
thing at all to the anſwering of their occaſions: 
without all doubt, the going out of their Lamps 
did iſſue in the ſtriking of their Hearts and 
Hopes dead ; what Pain muſt it needs put 
them to, when they thus thought with them- 
ſelves; we are not, ah, we are not ready ! we 
have been Fools, arrant Fools for our Souls, 
deficient in our Preparations, we have not got 
what we ought to have got, the main and 
principal thing, the Oz! is wanting, and now 
we are undone : the other Virgins would lend 
"them none, for though through Mercy they 
had enough for themſelves, yet they had none 
to ſpare for ethers; and the Bridegroom would 

| give 
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givethemnone : He had none for them, though 
he hath a redundancy, all injneſs dwelling in 
him, but he had already given out ail that he 
did from Eternity delign to give; and now 
that which they once thought would have been 
the day. of their higheſt preferment, proves 
the day of their Eternal DeſtruCtion. 

The horrour of Poor Creatures mult needs 
be exceeding great, when they ſee a neceſſity 
of dying, and that they are ready to launch 
into the Ocean of Eternity, and at that time 
look into themſelves, and can diſcover nothing 
but unpreparednels for ſo great a change, that 
they are not fit Lo dye, and therefore dare not 
die ; they have not got Chriſt for their Savi- 
our, nor Grace for their qualification, they 
have not minded what they were ſent about, 
not made their Calling and Eletetion fure, nor 
wrought out their Salvation, nor done any 
thing toward it; and therefore can find no 
Ground for Hope to ſet it's Foot upon. Then 
they look upon grim Death, and fee it in ex- 
tream haſte, yoid of all Patience and Compali- 
lion, looking with a ſtern and terrible coun- 
tenance, with ir's hand up, and it's Dart rea- 
dy to give the mortal wound, it will not be 1n- 
treated, nor bribed, it will not ſpare, it will 
not wait for them, not a week, not a day, 
no, not ſo much as an hour. As for the time 
that God hath given the Man, it was all foolifh- 
ly loſt and miſpent, idled away, and ſinn'd 
away, and Death now hath no more time to 
bh 2 give | 
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give him : No, no, come Sirner, come away, 
juſt as thou arr thou mult go, there is nothing 
left. for thee to do here bat to dye; ard as I 
take thee and carry thee from hence, ſo Juſtice 
will find thee at the Tribunal, and what Sen- 
tence that will pronounce againſt you 4s plain, 
no other than that of Condemnation ; thou 
livedſt a wicked, and wilt dye an accurſed 
Creature. 

Whereas the ready and prepared Soul] will 
enjoy a ſweet calm and ſerenity, ſatisfied from 
it ſelf, and dwell at ezſe and in goodneſs, P/al. 
37.37. ark the perfeth man, and behold the 
wpr inht, for the end of that man 15 peace +: \What- 
ever troubles be met with by the way, they are 
then all over, and done with, his bitter con- 
flits are turned into a glorious triumph. He 
can withyut any terror, look upon the King of 
terrors, and pleaſantly ling his Soul out of 
the Body, as 2ood old S7zzeon did, when he had 
the ever bleſſed Babe in his arms, and Heaven 

with all 1is glory and joy In his eye, Luk. 2. 
29, 39. Lord, now letteſ# thou _y ſervant depart 
7n pcace, Accor dins to thy word, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſlvation : Let me go, Lord, let me 
go, I have ſtad long enough here ; I have 
got iny freight, and would gladly ſet up my ſail ; 
thouh 1 know Death will carry me toa pl ACC 
whici with theſe eyes I never ſaw, yet [ know 
that It 1 3 piace of deſires, where [ ſhal! ſee God, 
and meet wich my dearelt S. wviour,and be adimit- 
ted into an intimatz Communion with holy 
Angels. 
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Angels, and the Spirits of juſt men made per- 
felt, and fo hive an undiſturbed reſt, and un- 
ſpeakable jo7, with all fulneſs and ſatisfaCti- 
on ; the rhonghts and aſſurance hereof will 
ſweetly irflience both his Life and Dezxth ;, ſo 
that he ſhail paſs his days with comfort, and 
end them like a Conquerour. | 

How fimiliarly, and with how mach com- 
poſedneſs of Mind did the Apoitle Percr ſpeak 
of his dying, 2 Per. 1. 14. 1 mift ſhortly par of 
this my Tabernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath ſhewn me: In which Words he refers to 
Fohn 21. 18. IWVhere our Saviour had told him, 
when thou waſt Young, thou gird:djÞ thy ſelf, and 
ralkedſt whither thou weuldſt, but when thou ſhalt 
be old, thou ſhalt ſiretch forth thy Hands, and 
another ſhall oird thee, and carry thee whuher thois 
wouldſt not ; this ſpake He, ſignifying by what 
Death He ſhould vlorifie God, viz. A violent 
Death, that of the Croſs, a cruel ſhameful 
Death; well ſaith Perer here, Be it ſo, be it 
what Death it will that my M:ſter hath de- 
ſigned for me; It 1s but the putting off this 
my Tabernacle. He looked upon it as being 
no other than a reinove from one Hovuſe to ano- 
ther, from a crezy, leaky, weather-heaten 
and ruinous Tabernacle. to that Celeſtial, ſtate- 
ly and glorious Palace, where there are many 
Manſions, and whither Jeſus the forerunner is 
entred for us, and hath prepared a place for 
me. It is but a remove to that place, which 
needs no repairs, knows no want of room, 
x CO» 
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, conveniencies, nor delights, and from which 
I ſhall never remove : or he looked upan it 
as no other than an undreſling of himſelf, and 
ſo it is as if he had ſaid, I am now quite wea- 
ry and tired out, andere it be long, my Lamp 
of Life will be extinguiſhed, and I ſhall then 
go to bed, to my Everlaſting and greatly de- 
fired Reſt; Death, whatever it is to the Work- 
ers of Iniquity, will be to me no more than an 
e709, 4 putting off, a ſhifting of my ſelf. 
It is, ſaith the learned Grot#us, a Metaphor 
borrowed of Perſons that put off their Cloaths ; 
my Soul hath for a great many Years liv*d in 
the World cloathed upon with a Garment of 
Fleſh; but now that Garment, as ſtrong and 
freſh and lovely as once it was, is waxen old, 
and grown thred-bare, and almoſt quite worn 
out, it will not ſerve me munch longer ; I muſt 
ſhortly put it off, and have a new ſuit. It is 
my Fathers will that it ſhould be ſo. I muſt 
wake a bleſſed Exchange of theſe pitiful Raggs 
of Fleſh, for the Beautiful and Everlaſting 
Robes of Glory. He was no more concerned 
about it, knowing he ſhould be no loſer : This 
would be the beſt change that ever he had 
made, and the Ilalt change that ever he ſhould 
pak, and this brings me to the laſt particu- 
ar. 

5. It is upon your Preparation and Readi- 
neſs for onr Lords coming that your Ever- 
laſting Welfare and Happineſs doth depend. 
\ Heaven is ready, Chrilt,is gone thither to pre- 
pare 
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pare places for all his People; the Glory there 
is ready to Crown them, the Delight and En- 
joyments there are ready to ſatisfe them ; God, 
Chriſt, the Spirit, Angels and Saints are rea- 
dy to: receive and welcome them ; and a pre- 
pared Heaven is for a prepared People, and for 
none but: them. In Mat. 22. you read of a 
King, that made a Wedding Dinner for his 
Son, the occaſion was great, and without 
doubt the Proviſion was anſwerable. He ſent 
out his Servants firit to invite Gueſts, and af- 
terward to give notice to them. [I have prepa- 
red my Dinner, mine Oxen and Fatlings are kalled, 
and all things are ready, come ye to the Marriage. 
Many unworthily refuſed, but others came ; 
think on it, my Friends, God will not want 
Company, if any of you will not accept of 
Goſpel Invitations, there are and ſhall be thoſe 
that will ; but among thoſe that came, there 
was one found that was in an unprepared ſtate, 
not ready, he had not on a Wedaing-Garment. 
He did not appear in a Garb ſuitable to ſuch 
a Preſence, and ſuch a_Solemnity ; but now 
conſider what became of him, was he accept- 
ed, was he admitted as one of the Company 
to a Participation of the Royal Dainties? No, 
far otherwiſe, inſtead of being received graci- 
ouſly, and entertained with Love, he was re- 
jected with Scorn and Indignation, as one that 
had offered an affront to that Auguſt Afem- 
bly, and ſo was commanded to be taken away 
and caſt into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be 

E 4 Weep» 
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Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth ; there will 
be no. Gracious Reception without an Holy 
Preparation. 

[But then on the other ſide, thoſe that have 
made it their bnſinefs to prepare for Chriſt and 
Heaven, ſhall have a moſt free admiſſion, and 
bearty welcome ; as is evident from that Para- 
ble of the Virgins, in Afar. 25. They that were 
ready, went into the Marriage ; they did not 
{tand without waiting, and begging,and plead- 
ing, as others did, but as ſoon as they came 
they went in, without more ado. Yea ſuch 
ſhall meer not only with an admiſſion, but with 
a large and abundant entrance : Snch as will 
be according, to their own Hearts -deſfire, and 
make ſor their Everlaſting Honour. ' There- 
fore doth the Apoſtle Percr adviſe Chriſtians 
to be dzily upon the Progreſs and Improve- 
ment, making daily Addition to their Gra- 
Ces, 7. c. one Grace to another in the aCting 
and exerciſe of it, and one degree of Grace 
to another in a way of Spiritual growth and 
thrivingneſs, and to» give diligence to make 
their, Calling and Election ſure, and for their 
Quickening and Encourazement tells them, 
2 Pet. 1. If they do theſe things, they ſhall never 


Fail, 1, e. You ſhall not fail of your end, nor 


miſs of thoſe things which you now have in 
your Eye, and are making out after” the en- 
joyment of; you ſhall not ſo much as ſcem to 


come ſhort of the promiſed Reſt : and that is 


not all, for he goeth on thus. So ar entrance 


ſhal 
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ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly into the Ever. 


laſting Kingdom 9f our Lord and Saviour Feſus 


Chriſt. 1. e. You ſhall go on your way with 


Strength, and go into the Kingdom with Tri- 


umph : Heaven Gate ſhall be ſet wide open for 


yon, and this bleſſed Paz! rejoyced in the full 
aſſurance of, as you may ſee, 2 7m. 4.6, 7, 
8. [ am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at Hand. That he ſpake as 
knowing that his Death made a near approach ; 
well, faith He, this is my Comfort : / have 
fought a good Fight, I have Finiſhed my Courſe, I 
have kept the Faith. [I have fought and not been 
a Coward, neither turn'd nor fled : I have run 
my Race notwithſtanding difficulties and dif- 
couragements, and 2m not now far from the 
Goal ; and have been true to my Captain not- 
withſtandipg all Enemies and Dangers ; I have 
kept my Þolt, and been faithful to my truſt ; 
and now what remains ! From henceforth 1s laid 
up for me a Cronn of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the Riobteous Fudve will give me at that day. 
He had done his Duty, fill'd up his Day and 
Place : He had liv'd anfwerably to his Profeſ- 
lion, and walked worthy. of God and the Go- 
ſpel; and ſo .He did not in the leaſt call in 
queſtion Gods goodneſs to: him, or his faith- 
talneſs to his own Promiſe; No, no, faith He, 
lam ſure of the recompence of Reward, for 
which I have wrought, and to wear that 1m- 
marceſlible Crown for which I did fight; and 
and having through the help of my God got 

| 1nta 
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into a gracious preparedneſs, I am not rack'djt y 
and tortur'd with the diſinal fears of an angry ho 
Rejection, bur ſhall be art laſt received into khe 
Everlaſting Habitations, where I ſhall have the jn; 
Joy of my Lord. I have now diſpatched the| 
Doctrinal part, and proceed to the Improve- 
meat of the Point in a Way of 
USE. 
Uſe I. I ſhall dire& my Diſcourſe unto [zi 
thoſe fooliſh and Soul-undervaluing Perſons, |; 
.who have ſpeat much time in the World, but |wh: 
all that time have neglected this great buſineſs Li 
of getting themiclves into a Readinels ; there 
are too many ſuch up and down, who know 
their Maſters will 1n the caſe, but do it not; 
and art thou who readeſt theſe lines one of |a 
them ? tell me, O Man, O Woman, haſt thou tha 
not often heard of the Death of others ? haſt i 
thou not every day news brought thige of ſuch 
an one, and fuch an one that is gone into Eter- 
nity ? Doſt thon not ſee thy Neighbours and 
Strangers carried one after another to their 
Graves, their little and long home ? and haſt | 
thou not been frequently told of thine own 
Death too, that ſuch a day will come as will 
be thy laſt? and haſt thou not alſo heard of 
Chrilſts ſecond coming, with ten thouſands of his 
Saints to execute Judgment upon all, and that 
at his coming all ſhall be ſummoned and made 
to appear before his Tribunal, in order to the 
receiving trom him their Sentence according 


to what they have done in the Body, whether 
it] 
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*dit was good, or whether it was evil ? and doſt 
ry thou believe theſe things? doſt thou flight 
to theſe things as cunningly deviſed: Fables, ſpread 
te {in all places for the keeping men in awe? or doſt 
he thou look upon them as realities and the great 
e= [Truths of God ? doſt thou indeed aſlent to this, 
that Chriſt will come, and that thon muſt 
xe judged, and put into an everlaſting ſtate 
zther of Happineſs or of Miſery ? If thou doſt 
{;fſent hereunto, how doth that aſlent work ? 
ut [what influence hath it upon thy Heart and 
ſs [Life ? what art thou the better for it ? 
re Is it an unoperative Notion ? haſt thon, not- 
wiwithitanding this Light which hath broken 1n- 
; ; [to thine underſtanding, all thy dayes lived in 
of |a total and ſupine neglect, more like a Erute 
2 [than a Man or Wonen indued with reaſon ? as 
{ Jif Heaven, that is To full of joy and delight, 
chIwere not worth the getting; and as it Hel], 
r-|that is ſo full of milery and torments, were 
d |not worth the avoiding ; and as if your Souls, 
ir |vhich are immortal and of ineſtimable yalue, 
ſt|were not worth the ſaving. ' You have been 
0 [very buſte, careful and troubled about many 
1 things, of little cancernment, and of ſhort du- 
ff \ration, and have done nothing in oxder to the 
is jſecuring of your ſelves from the Wrath to 
at |come : What, nothing towards the, inſuring 
le|to your ſelves the bleſſedneſs and glory to 
ie |come, and fitting your Souls for the enjoy- 
g [ment of it? I pity you greatly, and bewall 
r [your folly, and were it poſlible for me to da 
| it, 
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it, .T would willingly weep over you wit 
tears of blood ; and I do with greateſt egy: 

neſtneſs and importunity beſeech and intre$jq! 

you to become ſerious, and bethink your ſelyg,c 
before it is too late ; if you go on thus, þ ; 

will be bitterneſs in the latter end. Do no 

ſay, ro morrow ſhall be as this day, and mud, 

more abundant ; no, no, things will not lafe \ 

always as they are, the World is full of ye 

ciſſitudes and changes. Man is ſubject to diſk, . 
lation, and fo are all ſublunary beings. any, 
contentments ; the comforts of the Creatmy ;h 
will certainly feil you, the lower ſprings dnij-d 
up, and the pleaſures of ſin, how delicions opp; 
ever for the preſent to a wanton and diſteafſhe, 
per'd palate, are but for a ſeaſon ; and whahut t 
both the one and the othyp are ſpent and gonffen, 
what will you do ? O! what will you dobro 
where will you find a Pillow for an aking healfeſh 
where a Cordial for a fainting heart ? whſdg 
you ſhall find that you have had in your likf.aw 
time all your good things, have received tf c: 
your Conſolations, and there 1s none left, nthhd - 
ſo much as one ſingle drop more to be obtaithye c: 
ed, you will be filled with confuſton. Oh thq- a 
I might prevail with you to ſhake off for Waſt, 
while that vanity of mind which doth ſo muthiſe x 
poſſeſs you, and unman you, and lay to heatfheir 
theſe three things: retur 
Firſt, Not to labour induſtriouſly after kd w 
Readineſs for your Lord's coming, is capable'%ou 5 
no other interpretation than putting: of 'an adqmake 
minab Lan z 
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eqginable ſlight upon him ; it is, whatever you 
reQink, no leſs than affronting- of him, it is a 
Irgractical telling him to his face that you have 
, 6 regard for him ; thou doſt that to the Lord 
ngfGlory which thou wouldſt not do to a man, 
Whoſe favour is neceſſary for thee. You may 
laffke what a charge was given the People againſt 
The Lord's appearing upon Sinai, Exod. 19. 
ſoo, 11. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go unto the 
Stole, ard ſanitifie them to day and to morrow, and 
Ott ther waſh their cloaths, and be ready againſt the 
dnbird day ; for the third day the Lord will come 
< bn in the ſpght'of all the people upon mount Smas : 
MThen he came down as a Legiſlator, to give 
hut the Law, and then was this care to be ta- 
Mien, to ſanAife themſelves, and waſh their 
loÞarments, to get rid of all filthineſs both of 
Ach and ſpirit : | His next coming will be as a 
Madge, to try 'and examine, and to put the 
Wizw in execution; and doth not this as loud- 
Wy call upon us all for diligent preparation, 
nnd as thorough a ſanCtifying of our ſelves as 
te can attain unto ? 
M' A wiſe and good Servant that knoweth his 
[Maſter will come hone, but cannot tell the pre- 
Wiſe time when, will get and keep all things in 
aheir places, and ſuch an order, as that at his 
return he may be pleaſed. If you are acquaint- 
' kd with the purpoſe of a ſpecial Friend to give 
dou a Viſit, or to lye in your Houſe, you will 
make every thing as neat and handſome as you 
ban ; and make ſuch Proviſion for him, as may 
eVi- 


evidence and expreſs to him that high valuat 
on and reſpect you have for him ; and wha 
is this thy kindneſs to the beſt Friend that ey 
the Children of Men had'? is this the reſpec 


thou haſt for the. Lord of life and glory ? that 


though thou art aſcertain'd-of his coming, 
oughteſt to live in the daily expectation of i 
yet. thou never mindelt it, nor concerneſt th 
ſelf about ir; thow haſt other things to mi 

that ingroſs- all. thy time, and thoughts, ani 
cares; thou eagerly purſueſt the World, an 
ſtudieſt the gratifying of thy baſe luſts. and ſep 
 ſual appetite ; thou- goeſt on. in- the vanity 
thy mind, committing uncleanncls with greed; 
neſs ; but never mindeſt nor ſetteſt thy fe 
about. getting -into ſuch a gracions and hah 
frame, as that thou mayelt be accepted of hin 
Now this is an evident and plain demonſtratt 
on that he is.deſpifed in thine Eyes, that ht 
hath no'intereſt in thine Heart, no room u 


thy Aﬀections one way or another; my meaniny 
is, thou doſt neither love him for his goodneſ, 
nor fear him for his greatneſs, and ſo it is al 
one to Thee whether he. be pleaſed or offended; 
this ſpeaks thee ſuch an one as that ſlothful 
and wicked ſervart, who knew what manne 
of Man his Maſter was, and yet took no cart 
about that buſineſs with which by him he had 
been intruſted with, but inſtead of trading 
with his talent, buried it in a. Napkin ; and 
what do you think will be the iſlae of ſuch 
{pirit 2nd carriage ? 

Secondly, 


at. 
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Send), I ſhall inform you as to that; Chriſt 


| will pay you in your own kind, he loves to 


deal with men as he is dealt with by them ; 
what meaſure they mete to him ſhall be met- 


}.| cd to them again; this you fird expreſly laid - 


down in Scripture, P/al. 18. 25, 26. With the 


| merciful thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf merciful, with an 


wht man thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf upright, with 
+ pure thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf pure, and with the 
froward thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf froward - And the 
like you meet with in Prov. 1. 24. 7 have call-d 
and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand, and 
m man regarded ;, therefore, Yer. 27, 28. Whem 
your fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtrufti- 
on cometh as a whirl-wind ;, when diſtreſs and an- 
wiſh cometh upon you, then they ſhall call upon me, 
L I will not anſwer ;, they ſhall ſeek, me early, but 
they ſhall not find me: He 1s reſolved to be even 
with Sinners. 

Thus he will do in the preſent Caſe : You, 
as I have ſaid, (light him, and he will as much 
ſight you ; he will give you ſlight for ſlight, 
and when he dorh, ſee what, you will get by 
it. This is it that the Lord hath ſaid, 1 Sam. 
2. 30. They that honour me, 1 will honour : 1 my 
ſelf will do it, they ſhall be precious in mine 
eyes; I will have an high eiteem for them, 
and put a glory upon them z and what ſhall 
be done to the man whom the King of Hea- 
ven delights to honour ? would you know ? 
ſtay 'till you come to Heaven, and there you 
ſhall ſee, and ſeeing admire ; But they that de- 


ſriſe 


+ and by others too. Saints are Men of honour, 
. they are conſiderable Perſons, God counts 


A1piſe him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed by God; 
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Jpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed ;, 1. e. by me, 


them ſo; witneſs that ſayinz of his to Satay 
concerning Fob, in Job t. 8. 219 agaln In Job 


2. 3. Haſt thou conſidered my jeruant 700? he is|- 


a godly man, he is eminent for his godlineſs; 
for the frame of his ipirit, he teareth me ;| 
and for the manazement of his life, he eichew. 
eth evil ; for theſe excellent qualifications he 
is very conliderable in mine eyes; he is one 
of my Jewels, n.y Darling : but thoſe that de. 


he will connt them chuffy Perſons, ana pii 
them away as drois, aid he wiil expoſe them 
to the ſcorn of others; he will pour contempt 
upon them, the whole Hoſt of Heaven, all the 
Angels and Saints there ſhall eſteem lightly of 
them. 

This is the way in which God will revenge 
himſelf on ſach Perſons as theſe, and it is 2 
righteous way, but as dreadful as It 15 righte- 
ous : If God be httle 1n your eyes, you ſhall 
be vile and abominable in his; if you do not 
prepare for his coming, as for the coming of 
the Lord of Glory, he will reje& you as the! 
off-iconuring and dung of the Earth ; would 
you have an inſtance hereof ? you meet with 
It in his Carriage toward the fooliſh Virgins, 
they were deſpiters of Chrift, and ſo wofully 
heedleſs in that which reterr'd to him ; they 


conſtdered not what a great work they had 
under 
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undertaken the doing of, nor what a Glori- 
ous Lord and Bridegroom they were going to 
attend upon, and accordingly were negligent 
and careleſs in their preparations, doing their 
work by halves, and not taking that with 


_ them, whici 2hove all other things was requi- 


red : Now ob1{crve how he dealt with them ac- 
cording to their tolly, what a ſlight he put up- 
on their Perſons, the Door of the Bride-Cham- 
ber was ſhut againſt them ; to others he opened 
it, and moſt lovingly took them in, but he ſhut 
it againſt theſe, and would not ſuffer them fo 
much as to ſet their Foot 'over the Threihold ; 
there was a ſlight indeed, and he did as much 
flight their Suit and Petition, they ſtood with- 
out, and begg?*d hard, Lord, Lord, open to us ; 
but he would not yield to their intreaty, ſhut.. 
ting out their Prayers as well as their Perſons ; 
Be gone, faith he, be gone, I will have nothing 
to do with you in a way of Kindneſs and Mzr- 
cy; and he will as much flight their Pleas as 
their Perſons and Prayers. This they will 
find of whom our Saviour ſpeaks, ar. 7. 22, 
23. Many will ſay unto: me m that day; What will 
they ſay ? That which they will count a very 
ſtrong Argument, but Chrilt will flight it as 
weak and unable to carry the Caule: Lord, 
Lord, have we not propheſied in thy Name, andin 
thy Name caſt out Devils, and in thy Name aone 
many wonderful works? But now oblerve how 
Chriſt ſlighted this : He rook no notice at all 


of it; He would not fpeak a word by way of 
F anilwer, 
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anſwer, only commanded them to be packing. 
Thenwill I profeſs unto them, I never knew you, de- 
part from me, ye that work Iniquity. I do not know 
you: Yon did not care to begin your Acquain- 
tance with me before; and I do not care to 
begin my Acquaintance with you now, but will 
ſtand at an everlaſting diſtance from you, and 
will have rothing to do with you. Hereby 
you plainly ſee, that theſe were lightly etlteem- 
cd, and fo will you, if that you be not wiſer : 
God will care as little for Sinners then, as they 
do for him now. 

3. If at that day either of your Death or 
your Reſurrection, you be not found ready for 
your Lords coming,you will be found ready and 
ripe for your own eternal ruine ; if not fit to 
be gathered for Heaven, then fit to drop in- 
to Hell; if not fit to be reaped as Gods Corn 
for his Garner, then to be cut down as Weeds 
or Tares, and caſt into the fire; if he do not 
find you ready to receive him, and that ſuita- 
bly to his Greatneſs and Excellency, you wlll 
find him ready to reje(t and caſt you off for 
ever; for then the work will be ſoon diſpatch't 
and cut fhort in Righteonineſs, it will be | 
preſently done ; either ſo or 1o, either admit- | 
ed or baniſhed, if you are not in ſuch a caſe as 
to be the beloved and delight of his Soul, you 
will be the abhorred and loathed of his Soul. 
Chooſe now which of the two you would be, 
for one of them you muſt be : If you look into 
Rom. 9. 22, and 23. you will find the Apoſtle 
there 
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there comparing Men to: Vellels, all made of 
Clay, and for ſeveral uſes; there are in an 
Houſe Veſlels of honour and Veſſels of diſho- 
nour, {ome for noble uſe, and ſome for ſordid.So 
it 15 among Men, ſome are Yefſels of Wrath, to 
be filled up to the brim with the Wrath and 
Fury of God, Veſleis fitted for deſtruQtion, as 
fit for Death and Damnation as one thing can 
be fitted for another ; others are Yeſſels of Mer- 
cy,which are afore prepared untoGlory.Now all 
the World will be divided into theſe two ſorts, 
one of them you will be found to be, when you 
come to be {earched ; if you be not Veſlels of 
Mercy prepared for Glory, then Vellzls of 
Wrafgh, Objects of Wrath, to be filled with 
Wrath, fitted for deftru&ion ; if you be not 
found Timber fit for theBuilding,then you muſt 
be fuel for the Burning ; if you be not fir for 
Chriſt and Heaven, you will be fit for the De- 
yil and Hell, and every one: ſhall be ſent to 
that place which they are fit for ; none ſnall be 
ſhut out of Heaven that is fit for it, and none 
ſhall be ſhut down into Hell but thoſe that are 
fit forit; yea, ſo fit for Hell, that they are 
fit for no place elſe ; and vou ſhall have that 
allign'd and given to you which 1s fit for you ; 
for in the As of Jaſtice and Mercy, God acts 
with Infinite Wiſdom, ſuiting rewards exactly 
to the Perions upon whom he doth beſtow 
them. Therefore [I beſeech you to be wiſe now, 
and betimes conlider what yo! hays to do, Jeſt 
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'ye befool ani! curſe your ſelves, when it is too 
Jate to help your ſelves. 


Il. VSE. I now proceed to the ſecond Uſe 
of the point, which will ſpeak to you in a 
way of ſerious anc carnelt Exhortation ; and 
that which 1 ſhall exhort to, 1s onely that you 
would put in practice that excellent Counſel 
which He, whoſe Name is Coxrſellor, and who 1s 
the Wiſdom as well as the Power of God, glves 
you in the Text, BeJe "_ You have heard 
that the Lord will come, for certain he will : 
Oh ! prepare tor his coming, and get your 
{elves into iuch a ſtate and frame as that you 
may be neither afraid of him, nor an offence 
to him; but tnat he may appear to your Joy, 
and you to his, that as the Bridegroom rejoyceth 
over ti:e Bride, ſo he may rejoycc over you, 
and you again may rejoyce in him, and in- 
creale your Joy, ſo as to have it full. A meet- 
ing between him and you there muſt be, for 
before him will be gathered all Nations, and 
every individual Perſon of every Nation : now 
that which Idriveat, 1s, that it might be a com- 
 fortable meeting, that you may meet as Friends, 
with {miles and embraces, 1o meet as never to 
part more, fo mect with him as to be ta- 
ken np by bim wto cverlaſting Habltarions. 
| would have you mind this thing, as thole that 
are thronghly conviiced of what great and 
near CORCErnmMEnt It is to you, and two things 
I would preis vp on you. 1, Ule 
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1. Uſe utmoſt diligence ; whatever your hard 
findeth to do in order hereunto, do It with 
ail your might, conſidering with your ſelves 
what a great deal of care andpaliis many among 
you take for the drefſing and adorning of 
ycur Bodies: Do not your Coniciences "tell 
you, that you ſpend more time at your Glais in 
a Morning, than you do al} the day (it may 
be, all the week) with God, or upon your pre- 
cious Bibles? and how curious and exact arc you 
about it! And what help do you cal] 1n for 
it, there mnſt not be a pin ſtack amiſs, nor 
an hair ſet or 1:1d amiſs, but every thins IN 
its right place and order: And I pray when 
you have run out a great part of the Morning 
about this work, and are as fine 2s hands can 
make you, fit down one little white, and think 
thus with your fſclves. O my Soul, what 1s 
that I have been doing, that I have now ſpcene 
ſo much time about? what 15 it that do 
thus carefully tend and look after ? Is it not a 
piece of Clay, the Beauty whereof 15 bat <kin 
deep ? Isit not a piece of vileneis, which with- 
in a few years wil] fade, decay, and be ſhriv- 
led ep into a meer pack of W rinkles? :nd 8f- 
ter that, if not before, turn to putrefaction 
and rottenneſs ? Entertain your fcives now and 
then with ſuch thonghts as theſe, 2rd fee how 
they will work upon you, and whether they 
will not do you a great deal more good than 
all thoſe vain, fooliſh, impertinent thoughts 
which you hugg and cheriſh, and often repeat z 
F 3 let 
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let me tell you, ye young Gallants, as proud 
and conceited as you are of your ſelves now, 
and as comely and amiable pieces as you think 
your Bodies to be, pure white and red, of ad- 
mirable features and due proportion, it will 
Not be Jong e*re Age will dig furrows in your 
Checks, and Death cover you with a diſmal 
palenels,and your Acquaintance will firlt grieve 
and then loath to look upon you ; yea your 
dearcſt Friends who now delight in your con- 
verſe, and love the very ground you go upon, 
will not endure to have you in their Houſe, but 
think the dark and lonely Grave the onely 
place convenient for your abode. Sarah had 
been a very fair and beautiful Woman, but 
when ſhe was once dead, Abraham, her dear 
and tender Husband, would have her buried 
out of his ſight: Now fince it is thus, the ad- 
vice which I give you is, that though you be- 
{tow apon your Bodies what is fit, for there 
13a Duty which you owe to them, and it mult 
Le pcrformed,” you ought not to be cruel to 
them, nor careleſs of them, yet do not give 
them more than their due; let not them go 
away WLHh all the tendance, but Jet your pre- 
c108s Souls come in for « ſhare with them, yea, 
let them have the greateit ſnare, let them be 
your Dzrlings : So holy David called his; go. 
ard every Gay ſpend ſome time in drefling of 
#hem, in waſhing of the filth and pollution 
that 1s upon thein, 1n getting more and more 
oi 2 Spiritual Beauty upon Them, that ſo you 
may 
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may be found to praiſe, honour, . and glory in 
the day of our Lords Appearance, that his 
heart may be raviſhed with one of our Eyes, 
with one Chain of your Neck, with the fight 
of your Glory and Excellency, cauſed by the 
Putting of his own comelineſs upon you, and 
ſo his Soul may make him like unto the Chari- 
ots of Aminadib;to this purpole, you mult, I ſay, 
Cake pains, 

2. [ do adviſe you not only to be diligent 
herein, but what you do,do it quickly : Delays 
are Dangzrons, and they are very unreaſonable, 
and very miſchievous, they have undone and 
ruined many, and they have griev'd many. Oh 
that you would learn Wiſdom by their harms ; 
it is a Mercy that you have a day, be not ſoun- 
wiſe as to loſe it, becaule It Is prectons ; and 
you do not know that you ſhall have a ſecond : 
Let this be on your part, the accepted time, 
and it will be worth the accepting ;- for then 
It will be the day of your Salvation ; and tell 
me if you can, why you ſhould put off fo great 
a work. Lertme here propound only two que- 
ſtions to you, and do you anſwer them 1t you 
Can. 

i. Do you think it is too ſoon to begin this 
work of Preparation? You plainly fee by the 
early Deaths of ſome, who are cut down while 
they are flouriſhing, in their Childhood, Youth 
and Strength z while their bones are full of 
Marrow, and their Breaſts of milk, and by 
the ſadden Death of others, who are taken 
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off without warning ; well and dead in an 
hour, conſumed and knocked down in the 
ſtreet with an unexpected blow from an invi- 
fible hand : I ſay, by this you plainly ſee that 


It is not too ſoon; if it be not too ſoon to 


die, then it 15 not too ſoon to get fit for death. 
2. Again, let me ask you, 1s there any other, 


any greater, any more important and nece({- 


ſary work incumbent npon you, which you are 
in wiſdom and love to your ſelves obliged to 
diſpatch firit ? ls there any thing that doth 
more deſerve your Attendance, Thoughts, 
Care and Pains ? Is there any thing in which 
You 2re more concerned ? I am of the mind 
there is not ; ſurely you cannot upon ſtricteſt 
ſcarch and enquiry nnd any thing in the World 
comparable to this, w/z. To pleaſe God, and 
to ſecure his Favour and his Glory to your 
ſelves for ever. I know what the Counſel of 
Chriſt is, and what that Method which he 
would have yon obſerve : You may read it in 
Mat. 6.33. Seck ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and 
his Kighteouſneſs. Seck ye thele things, ſaith 
Chriſt, they are wort}; your ſeeking : If you do 
not ſeek them, you v13ll loſe and miſs of them ? 
I will do it, ſaith the Sinner, but I mult take 
time for it: There arc [9me other things to- be 
done firlt. There are pleaſures to take, and 
an Eſtate to ger, and a Family to provide for ; 
and when that is done, I will look out after 
God's Kingdom and Righteouſneſs : But ſtay, 
manzthat is prepoſterous and diſorderly:Seek firſt 
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the Kingdom of God - Be {ure that you glve un- 
to God and Chriſt, Heaven and Glory, the 
preference z whatever you do, let God be firſt 
ſerved, and the Soul firſt provided for, and 
Heaven firſt ſecured : This is their due, they 
do deſerve it: The beſt ſhould be minded 
firſt. 

What think you, my Friends, of that which 
hath been ſaid ? Are you convinced of the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the propoſal ? Are you inclining 
to put the Counſel in praCtice ? Are you more 
than almoſt perſwaded ? The Great God who 
hath the Hearts of Men in his hand, and turneth 
them as the Rivers of Warer, that God who 
perſwadeth Jacob to dwell in the Tents of Shem, 
ſpeak with a ſtrong hand in order to the per- 
wading of you for your own everlaſting good, 
and as a worker together with him, I do in the 
Bowels of Love intrear all to whom this Ser- 
mon was preached, or this little piece ſhall 
come, {et upon this great and good work, there 
muſt be a beginning. Oh begin now : God ſaith 
to day ; be you of the ſame mind,and fay fo too. 

Know, it 1s good doing It 1n the Morning ; 
you waſh your faces and hands, and put on 
your Cloaths, and dreſs your ſelves in the 
Morning, and think you are not your ſelves 
til] that be done, unleſs it be ſuch Sluggards 
as lie in bed till noon. I pray do as much for 
your Souls : It is too too often ſeen, if that 
a Duty, as Family Prayer, be put off, and the 
Morning-Seaſon be ſlipt, Friends come knock- 


ing 
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ing at the door, and worldly bufineſs crouds c 
in ſo faſt upon you, that another Opportuni- ” 
ry doth not offer it ſelf, and ſo the Duty for 
that Day is neglected, God loſeth his ſervice 
and honour, and you the comfort and advan- T 
tage : So it may be inthe preſent caſe, if you 
loſe the Morning cf your Age, your Hearts of 
may contract that hardneſs, your {ſins may get 
that ſtrength, and yoy may be ſo immers'd and 
drowned in the World, that this work may P 
be wholly laid aſide, and never done, or if M 
dohe at al}, then with much greater difficulty | ,: 
than it may at preſent. 
And further know, it is now high time with | , 
many of you, yea high time. It 1s grown ve- | , 
ry late, the Almond-tree Bloſſoms, and the | 1 
Shadows of the Evening are upon you, you | þ 
have but one day allowed you for this, and | ;. 
This day 1s with you far ſpent, but few, very 
few Sands are left in your Glaſs, and that God | « 
who will not always, hath already waited a 
long time upon you. Go therefore, dear Souls, 
and laying other things aſide, go dreſs you : | 
>, But you. will fay, what direCtions will yon 
give vs? What is it that you wonld have vs 
to do 10 order to the getting our ſelves rea- 
dy for the coming of our Lord ? By way of 
Anſwer to this ſerious and weighty Queſtion, 
I ſhall deſire yon to conſider the manner of his 
coming, and the End for which, and then do 
you wiſely improve that Confideration, and act 
accordingly. Here I ſhalt onely tel} ow, = 
ri 
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Chriſt will come under a double Notion, and 
for a double End. 
1. As a Bridegroom. 


- 2. As a Lord or Houſholder. 
1. Firf, Chriſt will come as a Bridegroom. 
wn The time of this Life is the time of Woomg ; 


k ſuch 1s the condeſcending Grace and Kindneſs 
 { of Chriſt, that though He be the Lord of Life 
and Glory, and thought it no Robberry to be 
equal with God, yet He hath been pleaſed to 
y ſet his Heart upon many of the Children of 
I!" | Men, even all thoſe that his Father had given 
Y | him, and he hath been to many in all Genera- : 
4 | Ons, and 1s to others in this, an earneſt Suitor : 

how phathertical his Intreaties, and how large 
* | his offers, and all that he may gain their good 
© | Will, their Hearts and Loves for himiclf! 
| Prov. 23.26. Ay Son gvve me thine Heart ;, and 

It 1s very much that he doth for the winning; 
| and gaining of them. He unſpeakably outbids 

Sin, World and Devil, who are his Rivals 
* | and Competitors: In this Life alſo is the day 
> | of Eſpouſals. So Paul ſpeaks, 2 Corinth. 1 1. 2. 
Thave eſpouſed you to one Husband: This is done 
at the day of Converſion and Regeneration, 
| | when a Perſon having had a ſight of his Bean- 
. , ty and Excellency, and it's Will bowed, and 
Aﬀections drawn out, accepts of him, cloſeth 
| withhim, and gives vp it felt to him in an ever- 
laſting Covenant : Hereis the Contra&t made, 
Ezek. 16. 8. Thy time was the time of Love, 'and 
l ſpread my tkirt over thee, and covered thy naked- 
neſs 
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neſs, yea, I ſware unto thee, and entred into Cove- 
venant with thee, ſaith the Lord God, and thou be. 
cameſt mine. Both theſe are the bleſſed tranſ- 
actions of this Life. 

Now when Chriſt ſhall come again, He will 
appear in Pomp and Majeſtick ſtate, is a bleſſed 
and glorious Bridegroom, 'to finiſh and con- | 
ſummare the buſineſs. Then he will fetch his 
Love home, as in Carr. 8. 2. the Spoulſc ſpeaks 
of leading Chriſt, and bringing him zzto her 
mothers houſe. At his return he will lead his 
Charch and particular Saints, and bring both 
her and them 720 his Fath:rs houſe, When par- 
ticular Saints are ready, he comes by Death 
for them; and when the whole Church 1s 
rcady, he wiil come in Perſon for her ; as we 
formerly ſaid, Rev. 19. 7. Let us be glad and 
rejoice in him, for the marriage of the lambs come, 
and his wife hath made her ſelf ready. The day of 
Chriſt's coming will be the Wedding-day, then 
15 the Morning-dawn thereof, and a Jong day 
it will be, as long as Eternity; a day that 
will know no end, and yet no wearinels ; 
chere ſhall be nothing in it but unmixed and 
perfect joy and delig}jit. But now the Queſtion 
will be, What is to be done by every one of us, 
in order to our gettins ready for this bleſſed 
Bridegroom, that ſo we might rejoice in and 
at his coming as ſuch. To this I ſhall give you 
my Anſwer in theſe Three Particulars. 

t. Firſe, Make ſure of this, that you have 
cordially Accepted of him, and that upon his 
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own terms, as he hath offered himſelf to you in 
the Goſpel ; and that you have indeed ſet your 
hearts upon him; that the Goſpel hath not 
been preached to you in vain; that the Spirit 
of God in Ordinances hath not moved upon 
you in vain ; thar Miniſters, who are Chriſt's 
Paranymphs, the Friends of this Bridegroom , 
have not pleaded his Cauſe with ycu in vain, 
but that as he hath been tendred to you, fo he 
hath been received by you. Oh confider what 
a dreadful condition will thoſe be then in, con- 
cerning whom Chriſt ſnall then ſay, as you have 
it, Luk. 19. 27. Thoſe mine Enemies which 
would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring hi- 
ther, and ſlay them before me. My Father ſet me 
up for King upon his holy Hil] of Sz0n; He 
laid the Government upon my Shoulder, and 
put the Scepter into my hand ; but theſe would 
not bow to my Government ; they had rather 
draw in the Devil's Yoke, than be rul'd by my 
Law ; now flay them before me, that their 
death may be my delight ; ſince they would rot 
live my Subjects, let them dic as mine Enemies. 

And will it not be the ſame caſe, as dreadful 
with thoſe concerning whom he ſhall then ſay, 


| Bring hither thoſe unworthy and ingrateful 
| Wretches, whom I wooed, but conld rever 
' win? To whomlI did offer my ſeit, but they 


would none of me ; they did not itke the holt- 
neſs of my Wi1I, nor the ſtricinels ot my Ways; 
nor could they find 10 their hearts to take up 
my Creſs, it was too heavy ard pinching for 

Them 
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their fair and tender Necks. I would indeed have 


given my ſelf to them, with my Righteouſ: | 


nefs, Grace and Peace,my Kingdom and Glory ; 
but they had other Lovers, unto whom they 
cleaved ; they would not have their Covenant 
with Death broken, nor their Agreement with 
Hell ; they rather chole to ſet their hearts up- 
on their Iniquities, and upon the lying vanities 
of the World, than upon Me ; they could lee 
no beauty nor comelineſs in me. for which [ 
ſhould be deſired. Now bring them hither, 
Now, that the World is at an end, and Sig 
bath left them nothing but its ſting. Now, 
that they have ſcen an cnd of all earthly Per- 
fetions, and are left in miſery by all thoſe 
upon whom they ſo fooliſhly doated : Now 
bring them hither, to, ſee my Greatneſs and 
Glory, and to ſee how I uſe them who recei- 
ved me, what Honour I put upon them,to what 
Preferment and Happineſs I do advance them ; 
and then after they have had a ſhort ſight 
thereof, I will ſend them packing ; and fince 
they would not make me the QbjeCtt of their 
dearelt Love, .I will make them the Objects of 
my eternal Scorn and Indignation. 

Come then, O poor Soul, conſder and 
mind 1n this your day the things that do belong 
unto your peace, that they may not be for ever 
hidden from your eyes. Know when you are 
well offered, and now make up the Match: 
Why ſhould you not accept this moſt precious 
Jeſas, who 13 worthy of all acceptation ? If you 

do, 
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do, he will moſt graciouſly accept of you at 
laſt, and freely own you before his Father, 
Angels and Men. If you are then able to ſay, 
Lord,I did hear moſt glorious reports made of 
thee by thy Miniſters, and I did believe thoſe 
reports. I had through Grace mine eyes 0- 
pened, and did ſee in thee ſuch incomparable 
beauty and excellency, that I was enamoured 
on thee,and preferr'd thee before all theWorld, 
and gave up my ſelt to thee in an everlaſting Co- 
venant ; you ſhall not need to fear appearing 
before him ; your old love ſhall ms for- 
gotten ; if you have now choſen him, you ſhall 
be ſure to have your choice. He hates putting 
away, and ſince nothing here could ſeparate 
him from your love, nothing here nor hereafter 
ſhall be able to ſeparate you from his love. 

2. Secondly, Having made choice of him, 
look to it that you be faithful to him, and 
ſtedfaſt with him ; you know how the Require 
and the Promiſe are connected and knit tage- 
ther, Rev. 2. 10. Be thou faithful unto death, and 
1 will give thee a crown of ife, Where there is 
not Conſtancy, It is a vain thing for any one to 
expe a Crown. He having loved his own, 


' loved them ta the end ; neither their Unkind- 


neſs to him, nor his bitter Sufterings for them, 
could make him give over loving them,or abate 
any thing of it. They now that place their 
love upon him, muſt write after ſo fair a Co- 
py, and love him alſo to the end. The truth 


is, thoſe that have once ſeen cauſe enough to 
| love 
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love him, will never ſee any to change thezy 
minds ; the more they grow up into an acquain- 
tance with him, the more AttraCtives they will 
diſcover, and the more Fuel to feed that holy 
Flame. 

There are indeed Two ſorts of Perſons that 
he will for ever account unworthy of him, 
The Firſt is, all thoſe who profeſs high, and 
talk great things of the kindneſs they have for 
him; but it is no more than Talk ; they are 
meer Cheats and Counterfeits ; they have love 
for themſelves, ſuch as it 1s, and for the World, 
for Eaſe and ſenſual Pleaſures, but none for 
Chriſt ; they give him the Lip, but things be- 
low have their Hearts. The other is of thoſe 
who follow him for a time, but it is only for 
a time, a little way, and a little while ; they 
co not fulfill to follow him. When a time of 
Trial and Temptation comes, they are offend- 
ed and leave him, and turn alide to crooked 
Paths with the Workers of Iniquity. Now 
neither of theſc are ready and fit to appear be- 
fore him cither at Death or at Judgment. For 
how can the former Anſwer for their baſe Hy- 


us, That be nil! not be mocked. He will not be 
put off with a company of vain Words, and 
empty Shews ; and how ſhall the other aniwer 
to him, for their dealing falſely in his Cove- 
nant ? for their treacherons Apoltacy and Back- 
fliding, lince they have by their departure and 


d12WIiPg back becnareproach to him, and cru- 
| cificd. 
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cified him a-freſh, and put him to an open 
ſhame. By their doing ſo, they have as good 
as told the World, that he diſappointed them ; 
that they did not find that in him which they 
expected ; that neither his Company, nor his 
Services, neither the Comforts he gave, nor 
the Promiſes he made , were deſirable ; but 
they therefore left him, becauſe they knew how 
to better themſelves and their condition, by 
going elſewhere. Thoſe that deal thus with 
him, his Soul will have no pleaſure in, z. e. he 
will hate and loath them, and certainly they 
deſerve it at his hand. 

As for you who delire to find Mercy at the 
Day of Chrilt, beg and pray hard, that you 
may find mercy now, ſo as to be faithful. Love 
ye the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, and go on ſo to 
do ; Foh.15.9. As the Father hath loved me,ſo have 
I loved you ;, continue ye in my love. Have a care 
that you do not cool my love to you, nor 
quench it, nor by any wilful lin of yours loſe 
it ; and do you alſo continue to love me, ne- 
ver ſuffer that fire to go out upon the Altar of 
your Souls. Inſtead of abating your love to 
him, you ſhould increaſe it til] you come to be 
all love. None but Virgins are fit to go out to 
meet this glorious Bridegroom, {ſuch as have 
made it their hearty delire and care to keep 
themſelves pure, and in ſome good meaſure 
unſpotted of the World ; ſuch as have not 
proſtituted and given themſelves up to leud 


Embraces, {ſuch as have kept their Conſciences 
G void 
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void of offence, and ſhall be preſerved as chaſte 
Virgins at the laſt. And then, 

3. Thirdly, Having accepted of him, and 
being faithful to him, ſtudy ſo to carry 1n the 
World, 2s that he may not be aſuamed of you, 
but have honour and credit by yon in the 
World. Do not go in a fordid Dreſs, and 
live like thoſe that are carnal Men; go upand 
down in your beautiful Garments , cloathed 
with the Sun, like the Xung's Daughter men- 
tioned P/al. 45. 13. who 1s {aid to be all glorious 
within, and her ratment of wrought gold, Put on 
Chrilt himſelf, pur on his Spirit, and Diſpoſi- 
tion, and Graces. He cannot but be pleaſed 
greatly with you, when he ſecs himſelf in you, 
and his Image upon you. He will count your 
Beauty perfect, where he ſees his own Comli- 
neſs put upon you: And do not content your 
ſelves with baving a little Grace, but make a 
00d improvement and pr ogreſs i in it ; preſs 
after larger meaſures, and higher degrees, get 
as much as yon can, labour to compleat, pray 
that ye may be ſtrengthned with all might by 
the Spirit in the inward Man,and filled with all 
the tnineſs of God. Though the leaſt Grace, 
if it be true, is a good evidence of a Perſon's 
Intere!t in Chriſt, and of his Title to Heaven, 
and the Glory thereof, yet it doth not amount 
to an abſolute fitneſs for the preſent aftual en- 
joyment of Heaven and that Glory ; as you 
know a Child is born Heir to an Eſtate, and to 
a Crown, but he mult grow up to maturity be 
: ore 
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fore he is in a capacity of poſleſling the Eſtate, 
and ſwaying the Sceptre: So it is here; we 
read of being made meet to be partakers of the inhe- 
rttance of the ſaints in light, Col. 1. 12. As they 
have from God a Right to it, ſo a Fitneſs for 
it too, Now you ought to preſs after ſuch 
a degree of Grace, as will amount to this 
meetneſs. Get ripe for glory, filPd with that 
tulneſs of God which is appointed for you by 
the Way, that you may be fit for that fulneſs 
of God which is deſigned to you in the Coun- 
trey, and ſo go both ro the Grave, and to Hea- 
ven, as 4 ſhock. of corn inits ſeaſon. You know 
we did before make uie of that peſlage of 
Peter, where he ſpeaks of their making thelr 
Calling and Election ſure, and of Graces both 
being and ahounding in them ; and tells them, 
if they do but take care for the doing of thoſe 
two things, there would ie an Entrance mini- 
ſtred unto them 2aundantly igto the glqrious 
Kingdom of their God and Saviour. An abun- 
dance of Grace in the Heart, ts the way to 
have an abundant Entrarce into the Kingdom. 
Thus you are to preparc for the coming of 
Chriſt, as a glorious Bridegroom. 

2. The Lord Jeſus Chriit will come as a 
Lord, Owner or Proprietor , to call in his 
own, and to reckon with thole that he hath 
imployed and 1ntrulted. He comes as the 
Owner of a Field, to ſee what {tate It is in, 
what it brings forth, what he can find that 
will anſwer the pains he hath taken, and the 
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colt he hath beenat. Death is his Sickle with 
which he cuts Men down ; look you toit, that 
you be not Tares nor Weeds, that have liv d 
and thriven, and are good for nothing, and 
therefore ſhall be caſt as Fuel into the Fire; 
but that you be good Corn, ſome of God's 
Wheat, as the holy Father called himſelf, that 
when it is reaped, ſhall be taken and laid up 1n 
the Garner of Glory. 

He is the great Shepheard of the Sheep, that 
now takes a tender care of them, leads them 
into green Paſtures, and by ſtill Waters; cauſes 
them to relt at Noon ; heals the Sick, and re- 
duceth the Wandering ; carrieth the Lambs in 
his Arms, and gently leads them that are with 
Young ; and under this Notion he will come 


at laſt, to gather them all together. Here is. 


a ſcattering time, and too too often the Scat- 
terings are exceeding great, ſometimesthrough 
unbrotherly Contentions and needleſs Divi- 
lions, ſometimes through hot and furious Per- 
ſecutions; but when Chriſt cometh again,there 
ſhall be a bleſſed gathering time; they ſhall be 
all of them brought together, and that into 
an Oneneſs, and they ſhall be carricd into the 
Fold of Glory. Now then ſee you to it, that 
you be not Wolves in Sheeps-cloathing, ſuch as 
have nothing of a Saint but theouttide, nothing 
of his Nature and Diſpoſition ; ſuch as have 
the Child's Coat, but the Devil's Spirit. Sce 
that yoube not ſtinking Goats, that ſmell rank 
of Sin and Profaneneſs ; nor filthy Swine, that 
com- 
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commit Uncleanneſs with -greedineſs, and wal- 
low in the mire of all Abominations ; but that 
you be ſome of ſuch as have his Mark, I mean, 
have been made Partakers of his Spirit ; for if 
any Man have not the Spirit of Chriit, he is 
none of his. See that yon know 1:is Voice, and 
follow him, the counſels of his Word, the con- 
duct and motions of his Grace. 

Once more, Chriſt is a great Houſholder, 
who 1s gone a long Journey intoa far Conntrey ; 
from his lower Houſe on Earth, to the upper 
Houſe of Heaven. Here he hath Ictr a Fa- 
mily, and in that Servants, to whom he Fath 
committed a Truſt. As ſuch he will come 
again, to take an account of things, ard ſee 
the ſtate of his Family, and to reckon with his 
Servants. He will deal with them all, one by 
one, ſtrictly enquiring how they have behaved 
themſelves during his abſence ; whether they 
have not lived in his fear, thongh they have 
not been in his preſence ; whether they have 
filled up their ſeveral places, and performed 
the duty of thole relations in which they ſtand 
to him, and one to another ; whether they 
have lived in love, and been mutually helpful, 
and ſtudiouily contributed to the good of the 
whole ; or whether any of then: have begun to 
ſmite their Fellow-ſervants. been quarelſom 
and contentious, or looſe ak profane, eating 
and drinking with the Drunken, and by thoſe 
means breaking the Peace of the Houſe, and 
bringing upon it a bad Report. Ina word, he 
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will then know, what reſpect they have had to 
the Orders he lctt them, how they have obeyed 
and conformed themſelves to his Laws and 
Rules, and how they have ſpent their time, 
and lzid out themſelves tor the promoting of 
his Intereſt. And here again the Queſtion re-_ 
turns, How ſhall we prepare our ſelves,and get 
into fuch a readineſs for him, as that at his 
coming he may commend us for having been 
good and faithful Servants, faithfal in our Lit- 
tle, true to our Trait, careful of our Buſineſs, 
ard thereupon make us Rulers over many 
thipgs, give us an Advance and Preferment, 
ard receive us Into his Joy, remove us out of 
the place and capacity ot Servants, to the dig- 
nity and honour of Sons and Daughters of God ? 
Uuto this 1 ſhall again return Anſwer in theſe 
Three things alfo. 

t. Be ſure that you be not idle, ſuffer not 
your preclous time and golden hours to run 
out to waſle, but trade with your Talents; for 
I doubt not but you all know, there is not any 
one of you bur hath a Truſt committed to him; 
there 1s not a Man that can ſay, he therefore 
Ives and doth nothing, becauſe he hath no- 
thing to do. The Lite which you have, the 
Knowledge, Gifts, Parts that you have, the 
Eſtate, Intereſt, Power you have, be it grea- 
ter or leſs, are {J 'many Talents, and God 
expects ſomething for himſelf, and that every 
one of you ſhould by every one of theſe bring 
lomething into the Revenue of his Glory. As 
Fn Wt” Tr on 0 OY "a 
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he made, ſo he gives our all things for himſelF. 
It muſt be granted, that all Men have not alixe, 
the ſame Power 1s not concrediicd to every 
Perſon, all Stars are not placed in the ſaine 
Orb, nor all Chriſtians in the ſame Sphere of 
AQ1vity, nor are God's Expectations allke 
from all. In the Parable of the Taients, you 
find one Servant had fiuc put into his hand, 
another but zo, and a third but oze ; ſome had 
more, and ſome had leſs, but every one had 
ſome. And as it was with them, fo it is with 
you, and with all in all places ; there 1s not a 
Perſon endned with Reaſon, not the meaneſt, 
not the weakeſt, not thoſe that are ſet in the 
loweſt Place, and furniſhed with moſt deſpi- 
cable Gifts, but he hath one Talent, there 1s 
ſomething he may do for God. Now that 
Talent 1s not to be negleCted, not to lye dead 
upon your hands. It 1s not to be embezill'd 
nor ſquandred away; you mult not ſerve Sin 
with the ſtrength that God gives you, nor feed 
It at his Coſt, ror with his mercifnl Allow- 
ances and great Kindneſs make proviſion for 
the Fleſh to fulfill ic in the Lnſts thereof: This 
God complained of, Hof. 2. 8. She did not know 
that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and mul- 
tiplied her Silver and Gold which ſhe prepared for 
Baal, Iſrael had all from God, and beſtowed 
it upon an Idol: A very holy Man hath this - 
paſſage in his Expolition of this place ; This is 
as if a Bird ſhould be ſhot with in Arrow, whoſe 


Feathers were taken ont of her own Body, How 
O 4 dare 


IA A funeral Sermon, 
dare any employ their Eſtates againſt God ? 
Yet how great is the number of them that do, 


uling their Eſtates to drunkenneſs and exceſs,- 


their Wit and Parts to mock at Godlinels, their 
Authority and Power to ſuppreſs Religion ? 
The guilt of thus abuſing the Talent God hath 
intrulted them with, will, except Repentance 
iatervene, lye heavy upon them one day, as a 
Talent of Lead, and link them into Deſtru- 
Ction. 

Nor muſt yon hide your Talents in a mp” 
kin, z.e. bury them in floath and idlenelſs : 
is not. for you to ſuffer your time to run out ws 
waſte. God doth not give you Sun-light and 
Candle-light to fleep by, and Game by ; Cards 
are none of God's, but the Scriptures, and in 
them ſhould you meditate day and night. Nor 
1s It for you to let your Parts and Gifts rult for 
want of a 11ght uſe, but know, ſtudy and con- 
lider what is God's End in beſtowing theſe 
things upon you, and comply with him there- 
in. What your Conſciences tell you is God's 
End, do you make it your End too, and em- 
ploy all you are and have for the attaining of 

; trade with all wiſely and diligently, Pay 

= all for the £ 'ory of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Intereit, credit and promoting of the Goſpel. 
How much comiort and boldneſs mnlt you 
needs think it miniſtred unto holy Paul, that 
he could ſay, Phil. 1. 21. That to him to live was 
Chriſt ? Doubtleſs ſuch as they never taſted, 


but were utter Strangers to, who did wholly 
mind 
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mind their own things. Truly, if you do not 
do what Pauldid, if you do not live to Chriſt, 
you wlll loſe your Lives and your Souls too. 
You cannot reaſonably promiſe your ſelves that 

iriſt will be your Saviour and Comforter, 
unleſs you direct all your Actions to the honour 
of God, Father, Son, and Spirit. Let your 
Souls therefore fly an higher pitch than World- 
liggs do, be you ſet for the ſerving and exelt- 
Ing of your Lord. 

2. Mike it your real and hearty delireto go 
thorough with that work which your great 
Lord hath ſet you. It was the comfort of 
Chriſt himſelf, when ke had been his Father's 
Servant In the great buſineſs of Man's Redemp- 
tion, and. was to return to him; and en ar- 
genment which he uſcd with him for the confer- 
ring upon him o_ promiſed and expected Re- 
ward, Foh. 17. 4. That he was able to ſay, 
Father, I have ohorifed thee upon exrth, I have 
niſl, «d the work, which thou eaucs7 _ {9 ao, 
He had ſo diligently plicd it, that he had leir 
none of it undone, but diſpatcht it all : Had 
he not finiſhed it, he conld not have looked his 
Father in the Face : Had he not done it all, 
he had done nothing to purpoſe, we had been 
never the better, we had been {till in our Sins, 
and under the Cnrſe, and without Hope. 
But he finiſhed it, he did not leave any thing 
for us to do, in order to the compleating of 
his Mediation > but only to the qualifying 


o our ſelves for the participation of the 


bleſſed 
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bleſſed fruit and benefit thereof : He did all 
that the Law required, and he bare all that 
the Law inflicted , and he paid all that the 
L2w demanded, even the utmoſt Farthing,; 
and what he did , was done perfectly : He 
loved God with all his Heart, 2nd all his Soul, 
and all his Mind, and all his Might, and he 
obeyed him to the full, there was nothing 
amils in his Obedience, nor wanting to it ; 
all that he did was done ſo well, thar it could 
not be better. 
Now Chriſtians, do you imitate him, be ye 
Followers of him, mind all your bulineſs; 
whatever your hand findeth to do, do it with 
your might; and thongh you cannot do it all 
perfe&tly, yet have a cordial reſpect to it all, 
remembring that comfortabls ſaying of holy 
Da:1d, Pal. 119.6. Then 1 ſhall wt be aſhamed, 


when 1 have reſpec> to all thy commandments, | 


There are T hree things that go to the making 
vp of this Reſpect : The one 1s, an approving 
_ of them all in our Judgments, an eſteem of 


-—them al} concerning all things to be right; 


_ another 1s, ai embracing of them ail in onr 
AﬀeCtions : Oh, how love I thy lav! thy whole 


Law, every part and precept of it; and then | 


a fincere and carneſt endeavour to keep and 
periorm them ail, When though we cannot 
do alt we would, yet we will do all chat we 
can 3 there ſhall not be a voluntary wilful 
defect, neglect or tranſgreſſion ; be as good, 
2nd gracious, and holy as you can, as obe- 
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dient and exact as you can, walk as regularly 
and cloſely with God as you can; too too 
many content themſelves with doing their 
work by halves; they will pick and chuſe, 
this they like, and that they leave; and 
this ſpeaks them a company of half- Chriſtians, 
and unſound at the Heart, Perſons that are 
not fully brought over and compleatly bowed 
to God ;, they will be his, and be ruled by 
him, ſo far as thcy themſelves pleaſe, and nv 
farther ; whereas 2 ſincere Chriſtian makes a 
full reſignation of himſelf to God , both to 
his prcceprive and providential Will, He is ſec 
for ap entire Obedience to the former, and an 
humble cheartal Submiſſion to the latter ; ſuch 


| an one will quarrel at nothing. that God doth, 


and ſtick at nothing he commands, but detire 
and labour to fill up his days and place with 


| Duty; and when he 1s tenfible of vacancies in 


his Life, he will bluſh, and figh, and weep 
over them ; the thought and conſideration 
hereof, makes him walk humbly with his 
God, in the midlt of his higheſt Atrt2inments, 
and beſt Services. Ant this is that which will 
be graciouſly Accepted, ard for your everlaſt- 
ing Honour, when the Lord 7eſws ſhall ſay of 
you as he ſaid of the Woman, who had once 
been a great Sinner, but was then a precious 
Saint, and had anointed his Feet, They have 
done what they could. 


3. Thirdly, 
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3. Thirdly, carefully look to this, that when. 
ever your Lord comes, either in Per{on or by 
Death, you be then found rightly employed, 1 
mean ingaged in your proper bulineſs, that 
which hath been given you to do. A, Malter 
will not be pleaſed with his Servant though he 
finds him buſie about that which is of concern- 
ment to the Family, if ſo be he 1s doing at 
that time the work of another, with the neg- 
left of his own : Look into thoſe two Verſes 
which immediately foliow the Text, in which 
our Saviour thus ſpeaks : Who us a faithful and 
wile Servant, whom his Lord hath made Ruler over 
his Houſhold, to give them meat in due ſeaſon ? Bleſ- 
ſed ts that Servant, whom his Lord when he com- 
eth ſhall find ſo daing. Mark thoſe words, 7:27 
s7s, fo doing ; here mult be a /o fighting, 
and a /o running, which reſpects the manner of 
the action; 1 Cor.g. 24. So run that ye may ob- 
tain: And again, Ver. 26. I therefore ſo run, not 
as uncertainly, jo ſinht 1 not as one that beateth the 
Air. Look to the manner of your Duties, 
that holy things be dons holily, and good 
things well ; and then there 1s a /o doing which 
reſpects the matter of the Action, do fo, z. e. 


ſo as you are bid, that which you are comm an- \ 


ded. This our Lord him{elf curiouſly obſerv- | 
ed from firlt to laſt : Wift ye not that 1 muſt be 
about iy fathers buſineſs ? 1 muſt work the works 
of him that ſent me ; That was an excellent Ex- 
ample, which 1t is our Intereſt and Wiſdom to 
follow, 
Q: 
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O! ſtudy to know, and wiſely conlider,cve- 
ry one of you, what is the work that He hath 
given you to do, and preſently girding up the 
Loins of your Mind apply to ir, and conſtant- 
ly keep to it; do not divert and turn alice to 
other. things which you have nothing to do 
with; often think thus: O my Son], what 1s 
the place unto which God hath called me ? 
Whar the Relation, in which God hath ſet 
me? And what is the work of this place ? 
W hat the Duty of this Relation ? What the bn- 
fineſs ofthe day ? And having found 1: out, do 
it,and ſo go on from day to day: Theres a pre- 


ſent truth, 2 Pet. 1.12. 1n which we ought to 


be particularly eſtabliſhed, and for which we 
ſhould vigorouſly contend ; and there is a pre- 
ſent duty, which we ſhould engage to and be 
employed about, and that preſently ; for a 
thing may be your Duty now, which will not 
be ſo to morrow. Some things are indeed our 
duties all our Dayes, but ſo is not every thing 
which perhaps is a duty now : Now it 1s your 
Wiſdom ſo to manage your ſelves, and to or- 
der all your Converſation, that you may ne- 


. | ver be found out of your place,nor out of your 


buſineſs ; you know when the Prophets of Baal 
had been ſlain,and Jezebel hereby put into a rage, 
threatning to take away Elyahs life allo, the 
g00d man moved with fear, went and lodged in 
a Cave: And 1 Kings 19.9. The word of the Lord 
came tohim, and he ſaid unto him, What deft thou 
here Elij-h ? Now 1uppoſe fuch a voice ſhould 

| {ound 
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found in your Ears; and that a voice fron | * 
Heaven, the Voice of God: O Man, O Wo- 
man ! what art thou doing here? What art 
thou about ? How do you ſpend your Time? 
Look to it that you be able to ſay: Lord 1 am 
here in the place where thy wiſe Providence 
hath ſet me : I am walking in that way, which 
thy Word hath chalked out for me: I am here 
doing that work which thy own moſt Graci- 
ous Hand hath cut out for me to do : I am 
| able to give a good Account of my ſelf, and 
way, and work. And my Friends, this I ad- 
viſe and befcech you continually to attend : 
Mind this every Cay and every hour; to this 
purpoſe make frequent reflz&ions upon your 


{elves and aCtions ; that whenſoever your Lord | 


comes, he may not "find you Idleing, nor wan- 


dering, nor ſinning; but ſerving your whole {| 


Generation according to his Will, and by this 
means you will be found of him in Peace, and 
to praiſe, and receive both your Commendati- 
on and Conſolation. Thele are the things [ 
heartily propound to your care and practice, 
in order to the making of your ſelves ready, 
Now 1 ſhall in the clole of all, for the 
quickning and {trengthning of your holy endea- 
vonrs to this blelſ=d purpoie, lay down a few 
— by way of motive anJ encouragement. 
. That time which you have afforded to 
_ in this Life, is giveſfor this end. Ir is 
an excellent thing for and Women to 
conlider the End, Why dif God make me ? 
| | why 
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why did he ſend me into the World ? why did 
he give to me, and why doth ne continue to 
we, Life, Being, Health, Strength, Parts and 
Abilities? for what 1s all this, but that I may 
bring him glory, and do my Soul good ? that 
I might diſpatch the work which he hath given 
me to perform here ? and that I may be ficted 


1 for the Joy and Happineſs which he hath pre- 


pared for his People hereafter ? that I may 
ſerve him upon Earth to his acceptance ? and 
that I may be taken up to the. fruition of him 
in Heaven, to my full and everlalting Satiſ- 
tation ? 'The late learned and holy Dr. Preſton 
tells us, I hat the Original word in the Text, 
mu Gr, paratus, lignifieth faſhunead, when a Man 
is faſhioned as a Veſſel is. You, all of you, 
are now as a Veſlel upon the Wheel ; and the 
time of this Life is the time of your Forma- 


| tion, that you may be made good for fome- 


thing, that when you come to die, you may 
be found Veſlels of Honour, fit for your Ma- 
ſter's Service and Uſe, fit for the great Hoyſe 
above. | 

Now my Brethren, how much tine hath 
the great God , the Lord of Time , allowed 


unto you ? Number the years that are paſt, . 


how many have you run through, how long 
have you lived, and then think wht you 


been, but what have you been hat haye you 


done? and to what purpoſe ?  SomexgFf you 
have been walking” co- andere. init x 


ws 
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been doing all this while ; lobg you hayey, - 
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twenty years, ſome thirty, ſome forty, and 
ſome of you a great many more ; but what 
path have yon choſen ? what ſteps have you 
takzn toward God and Heaven ? what have 
you minded ? what have you been employed 
about ? how have you ſpent your time ? This 
will be looked into, verily it will ; ſuch Que- 
ſtions as theſe will be propounded, and 1t 1s 
your wiſdom to begin firlt, and thus to en- 
quire and examin your ſelves afore-hand, 
Some of you have been very idle and lazy, and 
your day hath run ont in ſleeping, and talk- 
ing, and dreſſing, and cating and drinking, 
in frothy and fooliſh viſits, walking the 
Fields, and going to Stage-Plays; and you 
are like to come off with credit, are you not? 
Some of you have been very bulie, and have 
done a thouſand thouſand things z you have 


Jabour'd, and toyl'd, and {weat ; you have. 


often and often tired your ſelves off your 
legs, and gone to bed with weary bones and 
aking heads. But what are theſe things that 
have thus 11groſsd your time, and devoured 
your ſtrength? were they not Jittle things, 
I mean, thoſe of this World ? Obſerve what 
our Saviour ſaid, Afa*. 23. 23. Woe unto you 
Scrites aud Phariſees, hypocrites, for ye pay tithe 
of mint, and aniſe, and cunimin, and have omtt- 
red the weightier matters of the law, judament, 
mercy and faith ;, theſe oucht ye to have done, and 
z0r ro leave the other undone. So there are the 
Aitairs of this World, the Works of your 
Calling, 


7 _— | 


TT wy, te , pop Faw £A9\ .0v yds tas 


[= 


1d 
at 


A Funeral Sermon, 6p 


Calling, the Welfare of your Families, and 
things of like nature, theſe are to be minded ; 
but then thoſe which referr to your God, 
your Souls and Eternity, are not to be neg- 
lected nor left undone. Therefore in all this 
time that God hath-.lent yeu, in which you 
have been careful and troubled about many 
things ; what have you done about the main 
and principal thing ? what have you done in 
order tv a comtortable meeting with Chriſt ? 
have you been making a wiſe and thorough 
preparation for your diſſolution and depar- 
ture from hence ? have you been dreſſing and 
putting on your garments of Praile ? do you 
find your Souls in a good forwirdneſs, in 
lome capacity of Jooking your Lord in 'the 
Face with boldneſs? | cannot but tell you, 
if you have not nude this your bufineſs, it 
you have not done a preat deal coward It, 
much more, if you have been altogether neg- 
ligent, and done riothing toward it, 'yoa have 
wretchedly loſt vour time, and ſuffered your 
days to run out to walte; you do in reality 
live to no purpoſe, ſo long as you do not live 
to God and Chriſt, and for Ercrnity : And 
how you wil] be able to anſwer at the [aſt 
for this great and ſnamefut neglect, it concerns 
you now to coniider. 

2. All God's dealings with you, both in 
the higher way of Goſpel- goodnehs, and In 
the lower way of common Providence, are 


for the promoting and helping torward of this 
[1 great, 
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great work. The Death of others, their nn- 
expeatcd and ſurprizirg Deaths, call upon 
you to {ee that you live, and how you live, 
Your own nitural werkneſjes apd 16frmities 
arc for the ſtrengthving your care ; thoſe 
pains and licknelles t}2r (reguently efſen!t you, 
and of which you do io much c OMpIain, are 
for your awakning, that finding rthele to be io 
orinding, you may do wheat you can to avoid 
thoſe that will be cndlcſs and inconceivadly 
worſe. Thele all are ſo many warnings that 
that God gives you in whoſe hand your time 
and Souls are. :cTheie all are as ſo many 
Fore-runners of Chriſt, Harbingers of Death, 
and Monitors to you. Will you take notice 
of them, and licarn wiſdom by them ? if you 
do not, you your ſelves ſhall bear it, and 
dearly pay for it ; for he that being often 
reproved, :dmoniſhed and warned , will not 
mind, nor mend, but hardens his neck, ſhall 
certainly, and perhap 2s ſuddenly be deſtroyed, 
and that without remedy, Prov. 29. 1- 

Again , all the precious Ordinances which 
are plentitully vouchſated , are alſo for this 
end, precious and proper means for the ef- 
fecting of it ; all the ſtrivings of God's holy 
Spirit, all the checks of your own Conlſcliences, 
all the inward motions and outward calls, all 
the counſels, perſwaſions and intreaties of 
Friends, all the unealineſs and Soul-trouble 
that you meet with, look this way, and tend 


nereunto, Why doth the Lord of the Harveſt 
ſend 
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ſ:nd among you ſo many of his Labourers, 
firit one, and then another, with forcible 
Arguments, and ycarning Bowels, and rolling 
Compaſlions, and winning perſwatlve Rheto- 
rick * Why do they ſpend ther. time , and 
L1ougats, and ſtrength upon and for you, bur 
that you may be found Fruit- -bearing 1rees, 
and feaionably tranilated into the Celeſtial 
Paradiſe! Why, iwwſtead of ſummoning you 
to his Tribunal, and pronouncing iminediately 
the dreadful Sentence of Condemnation, doth 
he entertain you with a joyful ſound of the 
precious and everlaliizz Goſpel ? Why doth 
he draw out upon you fo long a line of Pa- 
tience, Lite and Tranquility, ai.d wait tobe 
Gracious? Why have you Prece|t a pon Pre- 
cep:, and Line upon Line ? Why Sabbath aiter 
Sabbath, and Sermon npon Sermon ? hot is 
the language of this Diipenfation ? do you in- 
rerpret 1t, and conitter what it {peaks to you : 
Doth he not tell yon, He 15 not willing you 
ſhould periſh, bur come to repentance, believe 
and live, and making ute ot all theſe great 
and gracious helps, while you have them, to 
get ready for Chrilt and Giory ? | 
Now, if there be no ſncceſs, but all the 
colt that God is out upon you be loſt, and all 
the pains and labours which his Servants take 
with you be in vain, you are ſettled upon your 
Lees, you have loved Strangers, and hay them 
You will g0,; as Perſons fixedly refolved to 
continue in your fins,, and fo devoted to a 
2 ſtate 
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ſtate of unregeneracy and filthineſs, that you 
will not exchange it for a better, you will be 
Impenicent {till, and you wii] be Unbetitevers 
ſtill, and you will be Neglecters of Chriit, and 
| Haters of God, and Deſpiſers of Salvatian 
{till: What do you think will become of you ? 
and what will the end of thefe things be ? 
what will you have to ſay for your ſelves, or 
how will you juitifie ſuch a carriage and neg- 
left ? certainly you muſt needs be ſpeechlels, 
Juſtice will have abundezrice to ſay why you 
ſhould be damned, and you not one word 
why you ſhould be pardoned. Nay, further, 
how will this aggravate your fig, znd harden 
the heart of God againſt you, and inflame his 
fury and indignation. I beſeech you to read, 
ana conſider and tremble while you read, that 
dreadful paſſage of the Prophet, Jer. 6. 29. 30. 
The bellows are burnt ,the lead is conſumed in the fire, 
the "ryan melteth in vain, for the wicked are not 
plucked away : Such a' choice, eminent, holy 
and painful Miniſter was ſent and placed among 
them, there-he liv'd and labour*d, and dy'd ; 
but their obſtinacy end fin and wickedneſs 
out-liv'd their Miniiters ; their Miniſters could 
not break the power of their Peoples luſts, but 
the Peoples incorrigibleneſs brake the hearts 
of their Miniſters, when they ſaw that all their 
{trength was ſpent for nought and in vain ; 
a great deal of pains was taken, but no good 
was done, no profiting appear'd, no refor- 
mation wrought, no converſion ; wicked they 
were, 
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ſo they are; enemies they were to God, and 
Truth, and Godlineis, and fothey are. Wel], 
this is ſad, but mark whar followeth ; Repro- 
vare Silver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord 
hath refed them ; they are good for nothing, 
and they will never be good,there is no probabi- 
Iity of working thein into a better ſpirit and 
temper ; know this, it will be far more tole- 


rable for the blind Heathen , for them that , 


never heard of a M-diator, never fart under 
the light, tenders and invitation of the Goſpel, 
than it will be for you, and ſuch as you are 
for mitius punientur, they ſhall be more ealily 
puniſhed. He that knowerh his maſters will, and 
aoeth it not, ſhall be beaten with*many ſtripes ;, and 
they ſhall be heavy as well as many. Oh, 
how grievouſly will the hand of revenging 
Juſtice lay on upon them ! ſuch will not only 
be denied an entrance into Heaven, but alſo 
tumbled and thruſt down into the bottom of 
Hell ; the hotteſt place in that burning: Lake, 
where are the fierceſt and moſt furious Flames, 
ſhall be for their eternal Abode. 

3: I commend to your molt ſerious conſi- 
deration, your utter and total ignorance of 
the time of your own death, and of Chriſt's 
coming. This indeed we may be fully confi- 
dent of, that both theſe will be, each of them 
in their proper ſeaſon, and the time of both 
is ſet and fixed by the eternal Decree of the 
immutable God. And there is no revoking nor 
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were, and ſo they are; dead they were, and 
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” altering of the Divine Decrees.. As for the 
Day of Chriſt” s coming, that is ſet, Att. 17.31. 
He bath appointed a day, in the which be will judge 
the world in richteouſneſs, by that man whom he 
hath ordained. God | hath not only reſolved 
upon the thing, Judgment , nar only choſen 
the Perſon that ſhall manage ir, but alſo he 
hath appointed the Day ; and fo it is as to 
the day of Man's departure hence, Job 14. 5. 
His days are determined, the numbcr of his months 
are with thee, thou haſt ſet him bus bounds which he 
canior paſs, The days of our Life are deter- 
mined by God, and God will not go from 
his own determination : the number of his 
Months are fixed, and fo it ſhall ſtand ; they 
ſhall be made neither more nor fewer, and 
the bounds too ſhall confine and hold him ; 
there 1s no paſling them , nor leaping over 
them. So then this is certain , that Chriſt 
will come, the ſacred Scripture aſſures us of 
that ; and Death will come, the Worlds daily 
Experience is ſufficient Evidence of that ; bur 
when the one or the other will be, no Man 
can tell. Poſfibly thy death may be a great 


way oft; and this thou fain wouldeſt have, 


who art wedded unto the World, and loveſt 
to live in ſenſual Pleaſures, and haſt no delires 
after God : But for ought thou knowelt, it 
may be near at hand, at the very Door, now 
drawing the Latch ; Though there be not a 
Meſſenger ſent before-hand to tell thee of it, 


this very night thy Soul may be taken from - 
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thee; for many times God cuts the work ſhort 
in wrath, though always in righteouſneſs. 
And this doth call loudly upon all of you, 
not only to prepare, but likewiſe to haſten 
your preparation. Do not put off ; Dzath 
may coine to niznt, therefore do not you 
deferr your great work till to morrow ; 1E 15 
better to ſit waiting when you are drefs'd,than 
lazing and fooling before. Our Sautvzr in the 
Text bids you b-rezdy ; and fince he names 
no-time, your wiidom will be to underſtand 
it of the preſent ; bs ready now, or make all 
the ſpeed you can, the ſooner the better , 
every way the better. For this very end 1t 
IS tat God is pleaſed to conceal the time: 
As I remember, Szetonis teils us, That Fulizs 
Ceſar, the ſirit 'Foman Emperor , never ac- 
quainted his Soldicrs before-hand with the ſer 


Lime of his Removes, or with the Attacques 


he would make npon his Enemies, that io 
he might have them always in a due poſtgre, 
fit to draw out and march when and whithcr 
he had a mind. So it is here, God's con- 
cealing is in order to the prevention of your 
ſleeping. Your great Lord, that wonld never 
have you ſecure, would have you aiways pre- 
pared. He that bids* yon watch, doth alſo 
bid you keep your Garments: both ſate and 
clean and tite about you ; that Man needs 
tear nothing, who is prepared for every thing : 
He needs not be afraid of his Judge, who knows 


he ſhall come off well. 
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And therefore ic is a very neceſſary and pro- 
per Queſtion, which you ſhould trequently, 
yea every day, propound to your ſelves ; 
O my Soul, what caſe art thou in? how do 


matters ſtand between God and thee ? art thou 


ready ? ſuppoſe thou ſhouldeſt be ſummon'd 
and ſent for now, ſuppoſe grim Death ſnould 
now come with his pale Horſe, to carry thee 
from hence into the other World , what 
wouldelſt thou think of it ? art thou ready to 
£02? art thou fit to die? art thou willing to 
die? Oh, Heart, I know, if the Queſtion 
were propounded to many, the Anſwer muſt 
be this, Whar, fit to die ? Ah, no, I am no 
ways fit, my peace with God 1s not mace, my 
work 1s not done ; I am no way ftt to die, and 
therefore | can upon no terms be willing to 
dic. I beſeech you therefore, now while it 1s 
called to day, fail to the work in good earnelt. 
You know that in many caſes Delays are dan- 
gerous : 'At the Pool of Betheſda, thoſe im- 
potent Creatures that 'did not ſtep in firſt 
upon the Angel's trouvling of the Waters, 
miſs'd of Healing:A Mariner by loling hisWind, 
may loſe his Voyage ; and if Delays are dati- 
gerous In any caſes, then in thoſe that do con- 
cern the Soul ; and you do often arid evidently 
ſee, that Death is quick in its motions, and 
therefore it would not be wiſdom in us ta be 
ſlow and backward in our Preparations ; no, 
no, let us be haſining too, as 2 Per. 3. 12. 
W hat manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy 
SEE | COnver= 
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converſation and godlineſs, looking for, and haſting 
to the coming of the- day of God, There is a 
Day of God coming, 7. e. the Day of Judg- 
ment, the Day of the Worlds Diſſolution. 
Now, what is our duty? To te looking for 
it, 2. e. with a jook ot Faith, beiteving that 
ſuch a Day will come; and a look of Com- 
placency, with joy and delight ; let 1t pleaſe 
you to think of 1t, as you read of thoſe that 
love Chriſt's appear no; and a look with Long- 
Ing, Oh, when ſhall it be ! O that the Salva- 
tion of Iſrael wer come out of Son! And 
there mult be not only a looking for it, bat 
a hbaſiing to it, The words may be rendred 
two ways ; either a haſting of the Day of God, 
Or a haſting to it, 4 haſting of 1:s coming : 

But you will ſay, That Day 1s ict, how then 
can It be haſtned ? I anſwer, As mach as lyes 
in us, that is, in a way of noly deſire; as of 
old, "the Prophet {11d with reierence to the 
firlt coming of Chriſt, ©, rhar thou wouldeſt 
rend the heaucns and come down ! {o now, O, that 
this day might come, and put 2n end to theſe 


1 days of abſence and diitance, to theſe wretched 


days of fin and trouble! Come Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly ! make haſte my Beloved, and 
be thou like a Roe or young, Hart upon the 
Mountains of Spices, Cart. 8. x/t. all which was 
the Voice of the Spouſe, and will be of all 
thoſe that have a Spoulſe-like Spirit. And 
then there muſt be 4 haſting ro the coming of 
that day, and that is done In a way of Prepa- 


ration 
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ration: When the gracious Soul haſtens its 
work, the work of Believing, and of Redemp- 
tion, and of Holineſs, drives on 5 roma and 
with all aftivicy in his courie of daty, takes 
P21ns In Religion, and 1s at It +! t aid Gay, 
preſſing on to this, that there may be a per- 
fefting and making up that which is de- 
teftive and licking in Faith and Love, 1n ail 
Grace and Duty. This, this, Chriſtians, 1s 
your great Work and Duty, and you wil 
find, that a conſcientious diligent. care * to 
this excellent nurpoſe, will be (as | have al- 
ready ala) linguijarly cordi2l to you ; waicn 
the work of Soui-preparation goeth off ance, 
your days will go off comfortably, None 
Can Know , but thoſe thar experience, now 
iwcetly that Man may walk in the da y, _w 
how 1oundiy he may fleep inthe night. Wh 
Roſes pave his Way, and what Delights aff 
his Pillow, who 1s well aflured of this, that 
Jet Death. come at what time and 1n wiat 
manner God ſhall pleaſe to fend ir, 1t will 
do him a real kindneſs. And then let me add 
17 the laſt place, 

4. Fourthly, 1 would have you to ſtrengthen 
and encourage your ſelves in the Lord your 
God ; and in order thereunto conſider this, 
that our dear Mediator, who is faithful in 
things pertaining to God, and alſo gracious In 
things pertaining to us, will deal tenderly 
with his poor Ones, accepting and being 


highly pleaſed with their unfeigned delire 5, 
an 
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and hearty endeavours of getting themſelves 
Into a readineſs for his coming, though they 
|: not cleanſed according to the Purification 
'of the Sanctuary. After all that we can do, 
[there will be vacancies , but thoſe vacancies 
make room for Graccs, ard that will be ſure 
to fill them vp. Alas! may a poor Chriſtian 
\iay, I find to my egricf, 2rd the wounding of 
my Spirit, when I have waſhed my ſelf with 
[21] diligence, and made my heart as clean as 
I can, there 1s a great Gceal ot filthineſs re- 
maining iti], and God may plunge me in the 
[Ditch ; and when I have put on my beautiful 
[barments, much nakedaneſs will-be appearing 
J2nd diſcovering it {elf itill. There 1s a great 
\ {deal of iniquity mingling it ſelf with my moſt 
| jholy things ; when I have taken the moſt 
. {pains before my duty and in 1t, I ſee cauſe 
r ito bluſh at it, and weep over it, and with 
. {trembling fear leſt God, who is of purer Eyes 
- {than to behold Iniquity, ſhould ſpread upon 
| 


my face the dung thereoi. This 1s paſt a 
[ciſpute, that when I have done all that I can, 
1 cannot do all that I ſnonld; in many things 
| fin, and in every thing I fall ſnort. 

But as to this, know for your comfort, that 
the Lord whom you ſerve is gracious and very 
merciful, as good as you your ſelves can deſire ; 
1 am perſwaded you would not have him abate 
any of his Precepts, nor itrike out one of his 
Commandments ; for they are all holy, and 
juſt, and good, ard I can aſlure you he =, 
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bear with your infirmiries 3 - and his Love (hall | 
cover a multitude oi fins: He loves indeed | r 
Perfection, and requires it, but he accepts Sin- | F 
cericy : He was pleaſed to ſay of hise:.deared | 1 
Spouſe, Cant. 4. 7. Thou art all fair, my love, | 1 
there 1s no ſpot in te: Dovntlels ſhe never | a 
looked her Face in the Glaſs, but ſhe ſaw many! a 
an one 11 her ſelf which ſhe would gladly have 
been rid of ; bat Chriſt graciouſly winked at | y 
them, and while ſhe was foul in her. own | ut 
eycs, ſhe was fair in his ; and though he thar | fc 
is Omniſctent, of pure and piercing Eyes, | 
could not but ſee ſome ſpots, yet he did 1m-| tl 
pute none, he did not charge nor reproach | a} 
her with them. The ſame it will be witn| < 
_ O thou poor, humbling. and ſelf-judging| Jt 
| Chriftian, whatever thy nake dneſs is, and the] ti 
ſhame of it as thou art in thy ſelt, Chriſt will | W 
clo3th thee with the glorious and perfect Robe| fc 
of his pure and compleat Righteouſneſs; and| re 
that being on, it will cover and hide it all, ſo{ be 
that nothing ſhall. be ſeen but what is lovely, F: 
what ſhall be to his delight and thine ho-| n« 
nour. be 
The wiſe Virgins had a ſpice of foily in ſp 
them, as well as the fooliſh; for even they} pr 
flumbered and ſlept ; though "they kept their! 
Garments, and Lamps, and Oil, yet not their] ar 
Watch. There is none here without their] in 
. iInfirmities and imperfections ; but yet £ fo 


Bridegroom did not for this exclude them his 


preſence, no, he was pleaſed to count the 
ready, be 
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4 | ready, and fo they went in to the Marriage. 
n- | He did wink at their Nods. Sins heartily 
4 | Tepenicd of, ard Defects bewailed , ſhall be 
e, | looked. upon as if they hed rot been at 
er | all : They are indeed Debts, Lut croſs*d ; 
1! ard though they cannot but ſtand in God's 
re Book, where memory doth Ict nothing fſhp, 
at | yet they ſh:ll never be called for. The Lord, 
1n{ in Aalachz 16. 17. took particular notice of 
at | fome who were very good, in a time that 
s, | was very bad; and when the wick<c [ſharpned 
| their Tongues, and their words wcre {tout 
[| againſt him, rhin rheſe frared kim, and ſpake 
tn often one 10 another, wiz. ct and for him, for his 
1g | Juſtification and in his Commendation, and for 
he | theſe there was aBook of Remembrance written, 
ij which ſpeaks God's fixcd reſointion, never to 
be] forget th:m nor their love: And he would 
1d | reward as well as remember them ; They ſhall 
ſo be mine, ſauth the Lord of hoſts, in that day when 
y,1 1 male up my jewels; they had owned him, and 
o-] now he would own them; he will never be 
behind hard with his Peoplc ; 2rd,faith he] will 
ho ſpare them,though they be glittering Diamonds, 
ej) precious Jewels, yet they have their flaws ; 
it) though they be choice and eminent Saints, yet 
ir] are they not without their fins ; notwithſtand- 
ir] ing all their holineſs, and zeal, and courage 
he, for my Intereſt, and Name, and Glory, they 
11s] need ſparing ; as Nehemnah was very ſenſible ; 
-m! and therefore when he had, as in Nehim. 13. 
been reckoning up the good Services he had 
done, 
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done, in cleaniing the Chambers that belonged 
to the Houſe of God, and reforming the 
Abulſes that h2d been crept into the Oſiices of 
ic, and xceping the Sabbath from an open 
and daring P:ofanation , he delired, ver. 22, 
That God would remember him concerning this ; bit 
then he added , ard ſparc me according to the 
greatneſs of thy mercy : Which plainly ſhews, 
he did not trult in his own Merits; but in God's 
Mercy. Wei}, ſaith God, do they need Spa- 
ring-Mercy ? | know they do, and they ſhall 
have it ; I will ſpare them : Þnt how mucin ? 


He tells you, As a father ſpareth his ſon that | 
ſerves him; whom he loves borh for the ſake | 


of his Kelation, as he 1s his Son, and for the 
ſake of his Obedience, as he is a movigerous 


and dutiful Son. Bur will God ſpare his poor | 


People ſo ? Yes that he will, and 1ofinitely | 
more than ſo; for what are the bowels, the | 


love and compaſlion of the moſt aftectionate 
tender Father in the World, it compared with 
the bowels of our bleſſed God and Saviour ? 
W hat are they ? Not fo much as a Drop to 
the Ocean. 

Awake, awake then, yea and again I ſay 
awake ! © all ye that profefs your ſelves Chri- 
 ſtians, and Candidates for Heaven, and the 
Glory thereof, {keep not away your day in 
carnal ſecurity , and childiſh floathfulneſs ; 
link not into diſcouragement, as if the diffi- 
culties were too hard to be conquered, and 
your Maſter too auſtere to be pleaſed. Do 
not 
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not do your buſineſs with a flack hand, and by 
halves, "but apply forthwith to your Duty , 
2nd Co it with all your might ; waſh your 
ieives as Clean as ever you can from the filthi- 
neſs both of the Fleſh and of the Spitit, and 
Prepare your {cives as well as you can; though 
you are not able to do all you ſhould, yet do 
all you can ; and though not. for 1o doing, 
yet in /o doing, you ſhai] by your Lord be re 
ceived. graciouſly , and preſented before the 
Preſence of his Glory with exceeding joy 
you ſhall leave all your ſins behind you, and 
| all your defeats and imperfeCtions behind you, 
| all buried in the grave of Chriſt, ont of which 
| not ove of them ſhall have a reſurrection to 
| your prejudice or diigrace, At the day of 
his Appearance, and your Manifeſtation, there 
ſhall be nothing lefr that will be either an Of- 
fence to him, or a Shame to you ; bur as all 
ſorrow and ligh ing ſhall once for ever flee 
| away, fo ſhall all ſhame ard bluſhing. And 
as the Bridegroom rejoyceth over his Bride, 
ſo will your God rejoyce over you, and you 
again ſhall rejoyce in him, and the joy on both 
{ ſides ſhall be full. 
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ITH that Text I have done, 

and the good Lord accompany 
with a Ble{ling what 1s done, that there- 
by what hath been ſown in Weakneſs, 
may be raiſed in Power, to your pre- 
ſent, future, and everlaſting Good. There 
is another Text which the Hand of Pro: 
vidence hath pur into our hands, upon 
which I could very much inlarge; tor 
It is a copious and truittul Subject. But 
T very well, underſtand there will be no 
need of my doing ſo, It would be no 
other than a vanity, to ſpend time and 
pains for the ſtrewing Flowers upon, 
and imbalming the Name of that wor: 
thy and faichful Servant of God, Mr. Foha 
Oakes, who for ſeveral years together 
ſerved his great Lord and Maſter "Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Taterelt of your Souls 
in. this Congregation, ſince it is already 
very precious and {ſweet to you , and 
me, and his reverend Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, yea, and all the Saints that 


knew him, among them his Memory 1s 
and 
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and ſhall be bleſſed. He was of my 
Acquaintance between Thirty and Forty 
Years,and very pleaſant he was to me. A 
true and cordial Friend he was, firſt to his 
Maſter Chriſt, whom he loved, I dare 
lay, in ſincerity, and ſerved with ſpirit 
and ſtrength, the beſt he had, for whom 
he couragioully appeared, and unto 
whom he immoveably cleav'd, and that 
in the worſt of times, notwithſtanding 
the many diſcouragements which crowd- 
ed in and renewed themſelves upon him ; 
and alſo a faithful Friend to his Friends, 
with whom he did converſe. A Perſon 
he was of a very chearful Spirit, not ob- 


| {cured with thoſe clouds of Melancholy 


which render ſome very worthy and gra- 
cious Men an Aﬀiqtion to themſelves, 
and unpleaſantunto others. He wasalſo | 
of a {weet even Temper, not moroſs and 
chubbed, not fooliſhly ſtately and affeQ- 
ing the Pre-eminence, nor tranſported 
with the impetuous hurricanes of unrea- 
ſonable and unruly Paſſions, as too too 
many good Men are, who, in one ſenſe, 


| know themſelves too well, and in ario- 


ther, forget themſelves too much. He 
0 made 
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Wade 1: "5 butine!s to frudy the Laws 
of his Relation, and io live by them, 
Husband, Father, Maltcr, Paitor, Brother, 
Friend. 
It was your bicting and hapnineſs, 

Kr ou did {o long enjuy bum ; and i 
is my joy, thatT was ſo far infirumen- 


al; in bringing him among you ; tor he. 


did not loiter , out diligently labour 1n 
the Vineyard, counting 17 all joy to ſpend 
and bc ſpent for jou. He Studied, that 
he might be fit to Preach, and he Preach- 
cd with fervour, and zeal, and plain- 
nels, as one really (er for the ſaving of 
himielt and them that heard him : And 
let me add to his Commendation, which 
too many may read with a bluſhing Te- 
fection, He did teach by his Example, 
as well as by his DoCtrine : He rhat was 
a Light in the Pulpit, was a Pattern 
out of it. Let none think he was a per- 
fect Man, it is Certain he was not, none 
are, not the belt, while cloathed with 
Mortality. Perfection is the attainment 
and bleſledneſs of the other World, and 
that too not till the Reſurrection of the 
Dead. But I cannot but ſay, he was 
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an holy Man, and an uſeful Man, and 
one that God did own and blef: S, Dy Fin 
ving him ſundry Seals of his Miniltry, 
and making him a Spiritual Father r9 
them ; ac he allo gave in to him the 
hearts of Is People, who rejoyced in 
his Light, and co: nid the Goſpel pro- 
viſion he brought them ſweer ro their 
taite. | 

But now you are in hcavinels, it 1s the 
grief of your very Hearts that you have 
loſt him, though indeed he is not loſt ; 
for what Earth hath loſt, Heaven harh 
found : He 1s taken out of the Church 
Militant, and added to the Church Tri- 
umphant. Thereforc I would not have 
his neareſt Relations, nor you his People, 
mourt as thoſe that have no hope, nor 
as thoſe who have but a faint and teeble 
hope. You may be confident of his 
being at reſt, entred into the Joy of his 
Lord, whom he fa ithfully ſerved here, and 
now fully enjoys above. 

God was pleaſed to take him away 
tuddenly , not giving him or you any 
warning by preceding Sicknels ; De -arh, 
when come to him, was in haſte, and 
I 2 made 
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made quick diipatch ; it gave one blow, 
and dou n he fell. Bur who dare quar- 
rel or find fault, where. none is to be 
found ? Our God hath Sovereign Right, 
and may do with his own as he will : 
Ic is not for him to ask Counſel of his 
Creatures, nor to give any Account of 
his Matters. He took him away from 
his Work while he was at it; and I 
am apt to think, if he had been put to 
his choice, he would have choſen to die 
ſo. Ir is counted noble, tor a Souldier to 
die 1n the Field ; bur it is more noble, 
for a Miniſter to die 1n the Pulpit ; and 
ſo to go trom a Place of Service, to a 
Throne of Glory, from whence he [hall 
never remove. 

Your Complaints and Sighs, my dear 
Friends, ſo plentifully utter'd, and your 
Tears ſo abundantly poured out, do loudly 


ſpeak the "high Eſteem you had of him 


while with you, and the deep ſenſe you 
have of your own Loſs now that he is 
by God taken from you. Now, I befeech 
ou , ſhew love to your ſelves, by ob- 
{zrving thoſe Scripture-counſels he gave 
you, and following the holy Example 
v4 | oo - 
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he ſet you. Tread in his ſteps, who 
having with Paith and Patience paſs'd 
through the Duties and Difficulries of 
Time, 1s now taken up to the attual 
Poſſeſfion of the Promiſes, I mean, that 
Good , Happineſs and Glory which 1s 
contained in them, and inſured by them. 
And while you follow him, I exhort 
and earneſtly beſeech you to cleave ro 
one another in love, maintaining the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
Keep your holy Communion unbroken ; 
let not the Enemy of Saints and Churches 
ſet his Cloven-foot among you ; avoid 
all unchriſtian and unbrotherly Diviſions, 
as exceeding indecent and miſchievous. 
And my Prayer 1s, That rhe Lord would 
ſanctifie to you the Providence which 
now ſmarts upon you, and 1s awakening ; 
and, That he would make up the Loſs, 


which 1s great, and in his own due time 


ſend you another Paſtor after his own 
heart, that may feed you with ſound 


| Knowledge and Doctrine, and happily 
build, with precious Materials, Gold and 
Silver, upon that Foundation which hath 
been moſt happily laid : And may _ 

Fiock 
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Flock of Chriſt be always under the care 
and conduct of ſuch Wiſe, Well-inſtructed, 
Faithful Under-Shepherds, as may give 
it Meat in due ſeaſon, and lead it into 
green Paſtures, and by the Waters of 
Stilnels. Amen, Amen. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HY He Sermon Preached to Young-men 
A the 1 1 wenty fifth 0 of Decembe r {at 
(ar that which was Mr, Oakes's Meeting- 
place) by the Reverend Anurhor of this Di- 
ſcourſe, ws , ' [reedtly be prb!., ;{hed. 


There is now publiſhed a very n{eful Book, 
| Entitnled, The Joy of Faith; Or x Tres- 
| tife opemns the tyre Nature of Fanth ; its 
| loweſt Stature, and Diſtiuction from Aſſu- 
rance \ with a Pridietint iy Tract, evicencing 
the Divinity of” the Sacred Scrivtures. By 
Samuel Lee, M. A. Both to be ſold at 
the Black Raven ia the Poultrey. 


